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PART - IV 
 

ALLAH 
 

 Before we discuss the concept and the term ‘Allah’, as introduced 
and explained by Allah Himself, it will help understand the Truth, if 
different other concepts about gods, deities, etc, etc, are mentioned first, in 
this regard. There are innumerable conflicting conjectures developed during 
the history of human thought. It is necessary to understand them all and the 
subtleties involved, otherwise one may slip or err easily into different layers 
of `Shirk’ and/ or `Kufr’, with regard to `Uluuhiyat’ and `Rubuubiyat’ of 
Allah. Different aspects of Rubuubiyat will be discussed under the Part 
pertaining to the term `Rabb’. 
 In the first formulation of Faith (the first Kalimaah `Tayyab’:       “Laa 
Ilaaha Illallaahu”: `There is no god save Allah’) and Surah 109, the approach is 
that the mind is first cleared of all concepts, thoughts, and conjectures about 
so called gods, deities, spirits, idols, etc, etc. Then clear stand is taken on 
Truth. It is not just as a matter of Faith but Fact which has been explained in 
detail in the Quran with logic, reason and science.  
  

 Different Concepts about gods and attributes 
 Egyptian: In pre-historic Egypt, many tribal deities were given 
animal forms. Towns worshiped a particular animal deity. As such many 
animals, e.g. cats, crocodiles, etc, were considered as repositories of the 
deity's divine powers. They were revered, mummified and on death, buried 
in cemeteries. Geographical factors, however, profoundly affected 
development of concepts of gods. Kings assumed divinity and some of them 
even `became’ gods on death. These two factors, geography and concept of 
divine kingship, basically shaped religion there. The characteristics and cult-
centres of deities of conquered territories were absorbed by victors. However 
sometimes theirs deities or some deities of neighbours were incorporated in 
the Egyptian pantheon. It consisted of tribal deities, state-gods, local gods, 
cosmic gods, etc. But majority of people worshiped household gods. By the 
time of the Old Kingdom (2600 BCE), priests attempted to rationalize this 
multitude of gods. Some of them were grouped as families, e.g.: i.Great and 
Little Enneads (nine gods) of Heliopolis, ii.Ogdoad (eight gods) of 
Hermopolis, iii. Divine Triads.    
 `Amun', originally a local god of Thebes, was elevated as the great 
state-god of Egyptian empire. This was one of the most important politico-
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religious moves to unite tribes and local powers into unity of the empire (18th 
dynasty, 1550, BCE). In association with `RE’ (god) its influence increased. 
It was worshiped along with its consort `Mut' and son `Konshu'. So great was 
its influence that it threatened sovereignty of the king. Pharaoh Amenophis 
IV (1367-1350 BCE), repudiated the state-cult of `Amun-Re’. Instead, he 
introduced exclusive `monotheism' of the `Aten' (Atenism). In fact it was not a 
new name. The `Aten', sun's disc, is mentioned long before this Pharaoh's 
rule. But he raised its status to `sole god' and a universal source of life. He 
also changed his name to `Akhenaten', and the traditional priesthoods were 
disbanded. The counter-revolutionary king, Horemheb (1335-1308 BCE), 
however, obliterated the cult after Akhenaten's death. 
 It may be pertinent to clarify about the title Pharaoh . This is an 
Egyptian word meaning `palace'. `Pharaoh' was the title of the king of Egypt; an 
absolute, divine monarch. There was a myth that he was begotten by the chief 
state-god. So there was a divine heirship. 
 

 Ancient Near-eastern Religions: Each city-state had its own deity and 
temple, as indicators of their wealth. The cities eventually recognized a 
supreme over-lord. Akhadians and Assyrians developed the concept of 
universal rulership, and national unity was emphasized among the state 
pantheons. Local gods, however continued to exist along with great gods. 
Old Babylonians generally believed that men were created solely to serve gods and 
to supply their basic needs - food, drink, shelter, etc. Sumerians introduced the 
concept of creative power of the divine `Word'. Kingship was regarded as divine 
and the king as the chief priest of the great state-god. 
  Chinese beliefs: In ancient China, along with belief in local gods, 
there prevailed a belief in a Celestial Being, dwelling in the sky. When 
Romans first came in contact with China, they were told that it was 
governed by a celestial government. In addition, every family worshiped 
their ancestors also, who were regarded as intercessors with the Celestial Being. 
  Japanese: In the native Japanese pantheon, `Amaterasu-Omikami' 
literally means `heavenly-highest-shining' deity, popularly known as the sun 
goddess. She is believed to have been created, in mythology, from the left 
eye of her father or from a mirror held in his left hand, capable of 
spontaneous reproduction. She became the chief `kami' (deity) after the 
activities moved to earth, sending her grand son to secure the Eight-Island 
country. The Japanese also combined `Amitabha' (Infinite Light, a heavenly 
Budha) and `Amitayus (Infinite Life) into `Amida', the Budha of Pure Land. 
 Budhism: `Budha' is not a proper name. It denotes a state of being. It 
means: the enlightened, the awakened, the state of having direct knowledge 
of true nature of things or truth. But followers gradually raised him in the 
position of a god with a system of intensive devotion to his image. He was 
elevated to the position of super-human – possessing three distinct 
personalities: The personality of his teaching, worldly existence, and real 
existence. 
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 Budha-nature or `body' (Budha-kaya) is also described in three levels: 
‘Dharma-kaya' : Pure essence of Budha-hood or `self-being body' or `the 
absolute aspect', the truth `remaining within its own nature.' `Sambhoga-kaya' 
: The `bliss-body' indicating `awakenedness' or truth, as it is perceived in the 
realm of celestial bliss, that is, the non-mortal realm. It is also translated as 
`glorious body' or Budha-hood as it appears in glory and splendour in the 
non-mortal realm. `Nirmana-kaya': The form `assumed' by Budha-hood or 
the Budha-nature, when a historical manifestation occurs, in the form of a 
human life. The essence of above doctrine is that everything in the universe 
is non-permanent. There is no enduring unchanging `personality' or `self' 
which may form the basis of human person. But it is believed to be only a 
temporary collocation of changing constitution and constituents. 
 Siddhartha (personal name), whose clan name was `Gotama', lived in 
the 6th century BCE, is projected as the example of the last level, known in the 
religious history as `Sakyamuni Budha'. According to Budhist belief there have 
been many such manifestations in the cosmic history and there will be more. The 
image worship appears part of Budhism as far back as 250 B.C. Although 
initially they avoided, but in 2nd century CE, in India, iconic representation 
of historical `Budha', known as `Budha-rupa ' was developed. 
 Hinduism: Inhabitants of the land beyond Indus River were called 
`Hindus'. They follow a number of different cults, e.g. of Durga, Kali, Krishna, 
Rama, Shiva, Vishnu and many others. A distinctive feature of Hindu cults is 
that many of the deities are female (devi). In line with general concepts 
about gods and goddesses, Pravati, the mountain goddess and daughter of 
Himalaya, is recognized as wife of Shiva. Rama of `Ramayana' (the epic 
story of Rama) is supposed to be the incarnation of Vishnu. 
 `Brahma’ is the first of the gods in the Hindu `Trinity': Brahma 
(the Creator), Vishnu (the sustainer of the worlds) and Shiva (the 
destroyer). Vishnu and Shiva represent opposite forces, e.g. existence and 
annihilation, light and darkness, and so on, respectively. Brahma is 
supposed to keep balance between them. The key distinction between 
`Brahman' and `Brahma', two gods, is that the latter has attributes, 
whereas the former hasn’t. Brahma began the creation by meditation and 
thought, thus producing the Golden Egg, the first state in the world process. 
He is regarded as the all-inclusive deity, behind all other gods in the pantheon. 
Brahma, the creator, is not worshiped in India, surprisingly, although 
represented iconographically. The only temple to Brahma is located at 
Bhuvaneshwara, but no worship is conducted there. Brahman is the 
ultimate. According to Vedanta, god (Brahman) is not in the image of 
man, nor can it be described by any human words or categories of 
thought. He is an impersonal principle, and of neuter gender. Brahma is 
personal and of masculine gender.  Brahman-Aatman is a doctrine about 
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the connection between the universe and humanity i.e., the ultimate and 
the individual, God and man:"Truly, He is the Inner (Aatman) of all". 
 "Many of the Upanishads assert the `Vedanta' doctrine of `Advaita' 
(non-dualism), so that there is a unity between `Aatman' and `Brahman', so 
that every Aatman, whether in man, beast, fish, insect, or flower, is one with 
the Infinite. If Brahman-Aatman alone exists, the objective and the 
subjective may be said to be one". 

(p.8, 20-21, Dictionary of Asian Philosophies, St Elmo Nauman Jr). 

 Along with the concept of Unity of God, there is an endless variety 
of demi-gods, so much so that almost every stone becomes a god, every tree 
a godhead, and every shrine and every door an object of worship. In this 
way polytheism has proliferated, limitless. In India like, Greece, demi-gods 
were considered as agents of the Supreme Being. Hinduism is an interesting 
case for study as to how believers in the Oneness of the Supreme Being 
created polytheism and pantheon! Consider this in the background of 
following messages: 

 “Let us meditate on God, His Glorious Attributes,  
 Who is the basis of everything in this universe as its Creator,  
 Who is fit to be worshiped, as  
 Omnipresent, Omnipotent, Omniscient...”  
 Gayatri Mantra, Yajur Veda. 
 
 “He who worships Me Alone, lives in Me.” 
           Bhagavad Gita 6-30 
  
 Still they went astray, far astray in polytheism!  
 
 Magism: Magians (Majuusii) are mentioned in the Quran only once 
(22-17).  Some scholars believe that they were given revelation from God, 
which they lost. “The Magians were a sect of ancient philosophers which 
arose in the East at a very early period, devoting much of their time to the 
study of the heavenly bodies. They were the learned men of their time, and 
we find Daniel the Prophet (promoted to the head of this sect in Chaldea. 
(Dan. V. 11). They are supposed to have worshipped the Deity under the 
emblem of fire; whilst the Sabians, to whom they were opposed, worshipped 
the heavenly bodies. They held in the greatest abhorrence the worship of 
images, and considered fire the purest symbol of the Divine Being. This 
religious sect was reformed by Zoroaster in the sixth century before Christ, 
and it was the national religion of Persia until it was supplanted by..(Islam). 
The Magians are now known in Persia as Gabrs, and in India as Parsis. Their 
sacred book is the Zend Avesta.” 

(Thomas Patrick Hughes, A Dictionary of Islam, p.310). 
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 Supernatural power was divided among two groups of deities: (i) 
beings, who dispensed love and happiness - later represented as forces of Ahura 
Mazda. Destructive forces were believed to be out of control of Ahura 
Mazda, therefore He was not all-powerful. (ii) dark forces, who worked havoc in 
human life - later represented as forces of Angra Mainyu (Hostile Spirit, the 
twin or the opposite spirit of Ahura Mazda), an independent devil. Both beings 
are considered to be existing from eternity. The world is considered as the battle 
field between the two. When ultimately, good triumphs, Ahura Mazda will become 
Omnipotent, it is believed. It is, however, now denied, by most, that Angra 
Mainyu is a `being', declaring rather that the concept represents an evil tendency 
in man. They have again come to believe that Ahura Mazda is Omnipotent. 
 The priests were called Mogosh, and the term was also applied to 
fire worship itself. Iranians were called by others as Mag or Mogosh – which 
Arabs pronounced as Majuus. 
 Zoroasterianism: Zoroaster preached against Magism and gave the 
message of Mazdaisana with its belief in Ahura Mazda (In Pahlavi the two 
words coalesce to form Ohrmazd) – ‘Wise Lord’, ‘Lord Wisdom’ or ‘Lord of 
Light’ - God, with none like unto Him, The Light, The Purity, The All-
Wise, The Good, The Creator of the mundane world and the Hereafter.  
 Zoroaster did not introduce a new God, but rather exalted the 
popular Lord to a unique position as the wholly Good, Sole Creator; Who is 
Alone worthy of absolute worship - Whom he spoke of as his Friend and Teacher, 
A Judge and Helper of man, Who is characterized by Wisdom and 
Benevolence, and created the seven creations which together make up the whole 
of the Good Creation. Good is characterized by order, stability and harmony.  It 
replaced the concept of demi-gods with angels known as Amish Sapind and 
Yezta who implemented the will of Ahura Mazda. The dark forces of satan, (‘the 
Lie’, ‘the Evil Spirit’) were represented by Angrame Niyush (Angra Mainyu). It 
is considered to be the author of death, and made demons to help him, such 
as `Aka Manah', (`Bad Thought'), and `Druj', (`the Lie'). 
 A. K. Azad in Tarjumaanul Quran, has made an interesting 
comparison of various terms used not only differently but in opposite 
meanings. “The teaching of Zoroaster seems to furnish a counterpart to 
the Vedic faith of the Indo-Aryans . One and the same term becomes 
current in Iran and India with opposite meanings. Ahura of the Avesta is 
the Asura of the Yajur Veda. The term was at first used in a good sense in 
the Rigveda but later on it came to denote the evil spirit. The Indra of the 
Vedas became the Ingra of the Avesta. In the Vedas it signified the god of the 
sky; in Avesta it meant the devil of the earth. In India and Europe the term 
Dev, Deus and Theus referred to God but in Iran Dev came to be used for a 
goblin. The god of one becomes the satan of the other! Similarly the Yama of 
India, the god of death came to be applied in Iran to the god of love and 
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humanity. And then this very Yama of Iran became Jem and finally 
Jemshid, the Emperor of Iran.". 
 Due to later corruption, Zoroastrianism is often described as 
`dualism' because of dual concept of Ahura Mazda (the wholly Good God) 
and Angra Mainyu (the opposing evil). In fact it is not dualism in the sense 
of matter and spirit, both of which are believed to be created by God. The 
concept of `Zurvan' (Time), was the first major cause of heresy within 
Zoroastrianism. Under Babylonian influence, `Time' was speculated as the 
source and controller of all things. Zurvan was thought to be the father of the 
`twins', Ahura Mazda and Angra Mainyu. It therefore followed that if 
`Time' controls everything then man has no free will and that Ahura Mazda 
is not the sole creator and alone worthy of absolute worship.  
 At the time of advent of Islam, in Iran, it was a veritable jumble of 
Magian, Greek, Babylonian and Zoroastrian beliefs, all coloured in their 
outward bearing by the Magian concepts, as the national religion. 
 Judaism: This generally means the religion of the Jewish people in 
the period following the destruction of the 2nd Temple in 70 CE, to be 
distinguished from the religion of the Biblical and the 2nd Temple periods. 
For the present discussion we are not going into details. But it is important 
to distinguish Judaism from Zionism. The later is the Jewish nationalist 
movement, the aim of which was the setting up of a Jewish state (Israel) in 
the holy land as a homeland for Jews. 
 From the beginning of Israeli history, they believed in Yahweh (the 
God of hosts or armies of Israel, or hosts of heaven). He was taken as the 
God of Israel, the Creator and Maker of the universe. Common worship 
created sense of unity among tribes of Israel. Some of them identified Him 
with `El', the head of Canaanite pantheon. It may be clarified that here we 
are not highlighting the religion preached by Moses (Peace be upon him), 
but later concept identified as Judaism.  
  The Judaic concept was wholly racial. The Jehovah of the Genesis 
was turned into the tribal God of Israel. But gradually this concept again 
widened as God of all nations, as in `Joshua '. The elements of jealousy, 
terror and vengeance were emphasized and shown dominant in Him, e.g., 
based on the misplaced emphasis in the interpretation of one of the Ten 
Commandments:  

 “Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image or  
 a likeness of anything  
 that is in heaven above or  
 that is in the earth beneath or  
 that is in the water under earth. 
 
 “Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them;  
 for, I am the Lord , thy God .  
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 I am a jealous God  
 visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children  
 unto the third and fourth generation of them  
 that hate me.” (Exodus 20- 4 & 5 ) 
 
 The Jews never recited the Great Name of Jehovah. They spoke of it as "the 
great and terrible name", "the peculiar name of God". Jehovah is translated as 
`The Lord'. The true pronunciation of this name, by which God was known to 
the Hebrews, has been entirely lost, the Jews themselves scrupulously avoiding 
every mention of it, and substituting in its stead one or other of the words with 
whose proper vowel-points it may happen to be written. This custom, which had 
its origin in reverence, and has almost degenerated into a superstition, was 
founded upon an erroneous rendering of Lev. xxiv-16: 

`He that blasphemeth the name of God, shall surely be put to death.' 
  
 From this it was inferred that the mere utterance of the name constituted a 
capital offence. In the Rabbinical writings it is distinguished by various euphemistic 
expressions; as simply: (i) `the name' or (ii) `the name of four letters', (the Greek 
tetragrammaton), or (iii) `the great and terrible name', or (iv) `the peculiar 
name' (i.e. appropriated to God alone), or (v) `the separate name' (i.e either 
the name that is separated or removed from human knowledge), or (vi) as 
some render `the name which has been interpreted or revealed.' (Professor 
W.A.Wright, M.A., Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, Thomas Patrick 
Hughes, A Dictionary of Islam, p.226)  
 The Jews also adopted the concept of Trinity of God, Moses and 
Ezra. 
  Christianity: Christianity brought with it a renewed message of 
love, mercy and forgiveness.. God was portrayed like a father full of love and 
affection. This concept of God appeared to be a revolutionary concept to the 
Jews. Christianity formally teaches monotheism.  
 "..for, the Lord our God is Holy". Psalms 99:9 
  
 “ You should worship the Lord, your God, 
 and Him only shall you serve.” Mathew 4-10 
 

"Now unto the King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible,  
the Only Wise God,  
be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen." 
Timothy 1:17 
  
 " ..and there is no God else beside Me;  
 a Just God and a Saviour;  
 there is none beside Me."  
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 Look unto Me, and be ye saved ,  
 all the ends of the earth: 
  for, I am God, and there is none else." Isaiah 45:21 , 22  
  
 But elements of polytheism have mingled up more commonly at 
folk level in different countries.  
 "Jesus had an intense awareness of communion with God: he 
habitually called him `Abba' (the domestic word for `father') and taught his 
followers to do the same.”  (Every language and its terminology has its own 
nuances and shades of meanings relevant to its space and time. It shows how 
the word `Abba' (`father'), standing for love and affection, which was the 
message at that time, came to be misinterpreted and misconceived). In about 
320 C.E., a fierce debate gripped the churches of Egypt, Syria and Asia 
Minor. The controversy became so intense that it threatened the power base 
of the empire. The emperor Constantine himself intervened and summoned 
a synod to Nicaea in modern Turkey to settle the conflict, in 325 A.C. Arius 
doctrine (Arianism) held that Jesus Christ was not of one substance with God, but 
had been created by God. Under the influence of another priest Athanasius, 
Arian doctrine was condemned at the Council, the ancient concept of trinity 
(Father, son and holy spirit) was adopted, besides atonement and deification 
of Christ, upholding the Alexandrian concept of image-worship. 
  Christianity was influenced by the ritual and form of worship of the 
Romans’. The image of the Roman Madonna was there, and it was made to 
hold in its lap the infant, purported son of God. The second Council of 
Niceae (787 CE) approved veneration of icons as signs of faith in the 
Incarnation. The `Divine Logos' became fully human as Jesus Christ, and 
portrayed as such. St Thomas Acquinas (1225-74 CE) justified reverence to 
the images, arguing that worship is directed to the reality, which was 
symbolized. Protestantism is generally against images. Icons are, however, 
revered and used in religious ceremonies by orthodox Christians and form 
integral part of decoration of churches. 
 Paul Davies, in his book `The Mind of God’(p.37), has made 
following observations: "A systematic world view that tackled seriously the 
paradox of time had to await the fifth century A.D., and the work of Saint 
Augustine.. He recognized that time was part of the physical universe - part 
of creation - and so he placed the Creator firmly outside the stream of time. 
(But) The idea of a timeless Deity did not rest easily within Christian 
doctrine, however. Special difficulty surrounded the role of Christ: What can 
it mean for a timeless God to become incarnate and die on the cross at some 
particular epoch in history? The debate was continuing in the thirteenth 
century.. A young friar in Paris, Thomas Aquinas, set out to combine the 
Christian religion with the Greek methods of rational philosophy. He 



81                                                                                           The Phrase “Bismillaah” 
 
conceived a transcendent God inhabiting a Platonic realm beyond space and 
time. He then attributed a set of well-defined qualities to God...and 
attempted to argue.. after the fashion of geometrical theorems. 
 "The philosopher John O'Donnel... (in) his book `Trinity and 
Temporarility' addresses the conflict between Platonic timelessness and 
Christian-Judaic historicity.. I am suggesting that as Christianity came into 
greater contact with Hellenism.. it sought to achieve a synthesis which was 
bound to break down precisely at this point.. The gospel, combined with 
certain Hellenistic presuppositions about the nature of God, led to impasses 
from which the church has yet to extricate itself." 
 Iconography: A symbolic image, considered sacred, is known as 
`icon'. It is venerated and used in religious ceremonies. Icons are used as 
material embodiments of spiritual meaning and power. They are believed to 
`represent the return of the material creation to God'; as `the access points to 
the realities of the Divine Kingdom.’ 
 Roman di Deaeque: The gods and goddesses of Rome. They varied 
widely. There were high gods, e.g. Jupiter, the chief of state-gods, coming 
down to gods for specific purposes, e.g. just for one stage of growth of crop 
of corn, etc. Names of deities and formulae were used in prayers. It is 
thought that Romans originally had no gods, but spirits only. With time under 
foreign influence, e.g. Greek, they were given personality, relations and 
adventure. The number of gods and goddesses increased because of various 
reasons. 
 Greek Philosophy: The `historical' Greek religion began in the 8th 
century BCE. Greece had no canonical body or belief or myth. There were 
no structures, clergy or scriptural texts. The local variants flourished. 
 Theoi:   It means gods. Greek deities were considered to be 
anthropomorphic, possessing immortality, extensive powers, knowledge, 
happiness and beauty. They were neither transcendental nor omnipresent. 
They protected morality but sometimes cheated and committed adultery. 
Each had a mythos (myth connected with him), a cult-corpus, certain 
functions and concepts. Deities, it was thought, helped, but did not 
generally have affection for humans, although they occasionally showed 
compassion. No god was entirely dangerous but each had a dangerous 
side too.  
  School of Alexandria: According to the oldest ‘Ionic’ school of Greek 
Philosophy, planets and stars possessed souls. They visualized soul of a 
reality behind this universe. In Greece the gods of Olympus were presented 
with a god of gods.  
 Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle: About 500 years before Christ the 
belief in the Unity of God re-emerged, e.g., in Greece, Socrates called God 
“The Good, the All Good and Absolute Beauty.” He believed in The One 
Eternal and Intelligent Being. Plato invented two gods for dominion over the 
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two worlds. At the pinnacle of the world of forms was the Good, an eternal 
and immutable being, beyond space and time. The other one, called 
Demiurge, was supposed to fashion existing matter into an ordered state. 
Plato recognized a fundamental tension between `being' and `becoming', 
between the time-less and eternal forms and the changing world of 
experience, but did not reconcile the two. Aristotle rejected the concept of 
timeless forms and instead developed a picture of the world as a living 
organism. This animistic view of the universe laid stress on `process' through 
progressive goal- oriented change. It was thought that the universe contained 
objects which were `ungenerated, imperishable, eternal' and moving forever 
along fixed and perfect circular orbits.  
 The Neo-Platonism: It is the version of the Platonic philosophy, 
developed by Plotinus as the mystical interpretation of Plato's teaching. 
`Plotinus postulated three `hypostases' or levels of true reality beyond the 
material world: (i) the Soul (Psyche), (ii) The Intellect (Nous), (iii) The One or 
The Good. They were viewed as metaphysical entities. The One or The 
Good was God, the Ultimate Reality; hence indescribable. 
 In third century A.C, Neo-Platonism, the School of Alexandria, 
reached the conclusion of denial of attributes. It was considered that the 
Absolute Being was beyond human perception. Clement of Alexandria 
summed this up as follows: “We can not specify Him by simply saying what 
He is. We can only do so by saying what he is not. The negative way is the 
only way open to us. The positive way blocks itself” 
 Khudaa: `Khudaa' (from `Khud' meaning `self’), in Persian means 
The Self-Existing One.  
 Sikh Doctrine:  `Akal Purakh' is the term used for the `Eternal'. He is 
also called `Vahiguru'. One, in an ultimate sense God, is unknowable. 
However, it is believed that a sufficient revelation has been communicated 
by the grace of the Guru - the `voice' of God mystically uttered within him. 
They believe in the Unity of God and His creative power. He is `without 
form'. His presence is visible to the enlightened believer. They believe that 
God is immanent in all creation. Nanak laid the foundation but as Sikh 
Panth evolved, so too, the concept of God underwent changes - eternal Guru 
merged with the godhead (Vahiguru). 
 Germans, Celts, Slavs and Balts: Their religions were never 
centralized. The sky-god fought monsters with club or hammer, controlling 
weather and protecting law and the community. Perun was god of eloquence, 
magic and the dead. There were fertility deities and female battle spirits. In 
the Viking Age (9th-11th century) there were four main deities. Among their 
gods, Freyr and Freyia were fertility deities. 
  
  Concepts and Philosophies of God and god(s): The `beings' figuring 
in myths or as objects of religious ritual, worship or belief resemble 
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creatures, in significant ways. They are considered to be higher in power, 
intelligence and worth, than humans. It would be misleading to confuse the 
word `god' (a super human- being or creature) with the word `God' (with the 
capital letter `G') used philosophically for the Supreme Being in theism and 
religiously in monotheism. The gods referred in myths and rites are 
considered to mean `spirits'. In the ancient, Egyptian, Babylonian, Greek, 
Roman, Sumerian, etc, religions also, they were not considered to be as 
perfect, eternal or infinite in the same sense as applied by the philosophers 
and theologians to The Supreme Being-God. In some religions, different 
names of different `gods' are considered to be different aspects or attributes 
of the single ultimate reality. It is a very complicated matter, which needs, a 
detailed explanation. But that is not the subject presently under discussion.
  
 Animism: The term has different connotations: (i) A belief that spirit 
or spirits are active in aspects of environment. The term may cover 
Animatism - the belief that life, power and feeling are all-pervading, even in 
the physical environment. Animism, more strictly defined, has reference to 
belief only in personal powers.  (ii) The theory that the origin of religion lies 
in the `belief in spirits'. (iii) A loose, misleading, designation for religion in 
any tribal culture. 
 Theology: It is the discourse about God or the science that deals 
with the concepts about divinity. Western thought has traditionally 
recognized, two kinds of Theology Natural Theology: As accessible to human 
reason, and Revealed Theology: Based on divine revelation. Theologians, 
however, argue that all valid theology is `revealed'. 
 Theosophy: A system of thought concerned with the relationship 
between God and His creation, specially that helps man achieve direct 
experience of the divine, is termed as Theosophy. It is an articulate mystical 
system.  
 Theosis: It is the concept of `deification'. "In the theology of 
Orthodox Churches, the vocation of man is to become god. Man comes by 
faith, by virtue, by prayer and mysteries, to participate in the divine 
Energies, which divinize and transform until the human being, while 
remaining fully a human being, is totally united with God", e.g. in 
Hesychasm. (John R. Hinnells,Dictionary of Religions) 
 

 False Claims of Relationship with Divinity or Spirit  
 Ancestor Worship: Devotion to persons who have died - to honour 
them and hallow their memory, forms the ancestor worship. Some believe 
that their ancestors live and can affect the life of later generations. 
Veneration of ancestors is one of the most ancient, persistent and influential 
themes in Chinese religion. Like Egyptians, they provide all the essentials for 
their dead. Similarly in most, although not all, African religions, ancestor 
veneration plays a very important role. Like the Chinese they consult `them', 
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seek their help and offer ritual for them. They are approached as 
intermediaries also. In some religions a wide range of males, females, 
collective dead, jurial line of authority holders, etc are venerated. Since 
ritual, petition and sacrifice are directed to ancestral spirits, it is a worship. 
 Divine-Kingship: Some advocate the mistaken and misleading belief 
that God is basically present in everything. Others confine within man. 
Those who claimed divinity for themselves basically claimed that God was 
more present in them than others. Its characteristics are: Belief about 
relationship of dependence between king and nature, degree of seclusion imposed 
on him, primacy of ritual, sacerdotal over administrative action, and the 
conceptual centrality of the kingship within the religious-belief system. Divine 
king is considered as the reincarnation of some past hero and death as his or 
that of his successor's choice and not due to any other cause. Alexander the 
great (336-323 BCE) and his successors created a model for deification, 
though man `becoming’ god is known in Egyptian and Roman traditions 
also. In the Eastern provinces, the living emperor was worshiped. In Rome, 
however, deification (consecratio) ceremony was decreed after death for the 
emperor, if he was worthy of it. 
 Hammurabi's Code: It was believed that the `gods', as guardians of 
cities of Mesopotamia gave laws, and the king enacted them. Hammurabi, 
the king of first dynasty of Babylon (1792-1750 BCE) compiled the famous 
Code of Laws, which states that gods instructed him to establish justice in the 
land. It also recognizes social obligation of the temple. 
 
 Philosophy and Religion 
 Theism: There are different concepts about `theism'. (1) The belief in 
a single divine being (`God' rather than a god), as personal and actively 
related to but distinct from the divinely created reality including human 
beings. Thus `theism' holds to both the `immanence' (the presence within and 
interaction with the world) and the `transcendence' (the `otherness', 
independence, and separation from the world) of God. In this it is contrasted 
with `pantheism' on the one hand, and on the other, with `deism' which holds 
God to be the creator but not active in what he created. (2) The belief in the 
self-existent perfect Spirit, upon whom the world depends for its existence, 
continuance, meaning and purpose. (3) The belief in One God Who has 
created heaven and earth is at the very centre of faith. The Unity of God, 
and His loving relationship which man needs are some of the main 
ingredients. 
 Atheism: (i) Belief that there is no God. It is basically a disbelief in 
the existence of any gods or of God. This may take the form of: (a) Dogmatic 
rejection of specific beliefs, e.g. of Theism. (b) Skepticism about all religious 
claims, or (c) Agnosticism, that humans can never be certain in matters of 
religious knowledge (e.g. whether God exists or not). (ii) An atheist is the 
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one who may hold a belief in God to be false, or irrational or meaningless. (iii) 
A sort of form of `religion' which rejects the reality or ultimacy of all 
superbeings. 
 Deism: Belief in the existence of Divine Being, but without 
acceptance of revelation or religious dogma. It originally referred to the 
belief in one God, as opposed to atheism and polytheism.. 
 Monism: Belief that reality is of one kind, as against dualism and 
pluralism. A `monist' may hold that all is `spirit' (one meaning of idealism) 
or all is matter (materialism). As regards man, monism rejects any dualism 
of body and mind or of flesh and spirit. Neutral monism holds that the 
material and the spiritual, the physical and the mental, are aspects of one 
being or substance. Some `pantheism' is explicitly monist. 
 Dualism: The belief that the `real' is of two kinds, or in two ultimate 
controlling powers. Metaphysical dualism may oppose matter to spirit , 
while dualistic religion involves belief in two externally conflicting factors. 
Modified dualism holds God to be ambivalent, both benevolent and 
malevolent. 
 Pantheism: Belief that the whole of reality is divine. It may be: (i) 
Cosmic (World-affirming), i.e. equating God and nature. (ii) Acosmic 
(World-denying), i.e. sense-experience is illusory and only the divine is real.  

Panentheism: The Cosmic Pantheism is similar to Panentheism, in 
which God includes and permeates, but is not exhausted by all that is known 
in sense-experience. 
 Monotheism: Belief that there is One, but Only One, Divine Being 
Alone. 
 Polytheism (Shirk): `Shirk’ in Arabic means `partnership or 
association.’ Belief in or to practice idolatry (worship) is to associate any 
other being, any other person or concept with Allah. Worship of any such 
thing or such practice is polytheism. Idolatry is polytheism (Shirk) and 
Idolater is a polytheist (Mushrik). Idolatry is the unpardonable sin: 
  
 "Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him; 
 but He forgives anything else, to whom He pleases; 

 to set up partners with Allah  
 is to devise a sin most heinous indeed.” 4-48 

  
 "It is not for the prophet or the faithful  
 to pray for the forgiveness of those,  
 even though they be of kin,  
 who associate other beings with God,  
 after it hath been made clear to them  
 that they are to be the inmates of Hell." 9-113 
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 In its broader sense, it includes adherence to principles, values and 
life style inconsistent or opposed to teachings, moral values and beliefs of the 
Quran. It does not essentially require denial of or the declaration against the 
existence of Allah. Such stances taken by polytheists are explained in the 
Quran, e.g in 6- 22 to 24. It also includes sharing or diversion of `love’, `as 
they should love Allah’, for other beings, besides or instead of Him: 
 
 “Yet there are men who take, others, besides Allah, as equal: 
 They love them as they should love Allah. 
 But those of the Faith are overflowing in their love for Allah.” 2-165 
 
 “And he (Abraham, Peace be upon him) said:  
 You have taken idols besides Allah, 
 Out of mutual love and regard,  
 Between yourselves in this life,..” 29-25 
  
 Another reason main reason to commit Shirk is fear. Like love, fear 
should also be only for Allah: 

 “Take not two gods: 
for, He is just One Allah.  
Then fear Me (and Me Alone). 
To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and on earth , 
And to Him is duty due always:  
Then will you fear other than Allah?” 16-51 & 52 

 
 “ When the order for fighting was issued to them, 
 Behold! a section of them feared men as –-or even more than – 
 they should have feared Allah.” 4-77 
 
 Furthermore there are other attitudes of preferences involving basic 
concept of Tauheed of Allah which amount to Shirk or Idolatry. This includes 
rejection of some commandments of Allah and hence creation of divisions or 
divergence in the revealed Diin. 
 Polytheists deeds are not accepted: 
 “But it has already been revealed to you, 
 as it was to those who went before you, 
 `If you were to associate other gods with Allah, 
 truly, fruitless would your work in life be.’ 
 And you would surely be in the ranks of those , 
 Who lose all spiritual good.” 39-65 
 
 The Quran explains idolatry in detail, e.g:9-28, 22-31,31-13,18-110 
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 Henotheism: Concentration upon one god whereas many gods are 
believed to exist in belief or myth. 
 Kathenotheism: It is the same as henotheism, but more precisely it 
concerns with one god in worship at a time. 
 Monolatory: It is also used for the worship of one god only, while 
the existence of other gods is accepted and not questioned, nor objected. 
 Syncretism: The fusion of religious cults or movements is known as 
syncretism. In the ancient world, new cults were formed by merging 
elements from different traditions, mainly in circumstances of political or 
cultural domination / subjugation. Romans had absorbed foreign  
(e.g. Greek) gods also in their system. In addition they adopted their own by 
the amalgamation of ritual, myth and iconography. Greeks and Romans 
were aware that different people worshiped the same gods under different 
names. In the subjugated or conquered areas the gods of the conqueror were 
introduced. 
 Astrolatory (Star-worship or Sabaism): Sun, moon, planets and stars 
have been worshiped as gods. Their worship evolves from awe, beauty, 
regularity, mystery, power etc., and various phenomena and effects 
connected with them. From Mesopotamia star-worship passed into Greeco-
Roman culture. In the 3rd century CE sun-worship and its terrestrial 
counterpart emperor became an official religion in the Roman empire. 
 Mithras (Mithraism): Mithras was worshiped as the solar god and its 
mysteries incorporated much arcane astral lore. Mithras was a god popular 
in the Roman empire from the 2nd to the 5th centuries CE. It is believed, to be 
originally Indo-Iranian deity. Mithras was taken as a creator, saviour and 
father of all. It was socially respectable, being popular among military and 
officials.   
  
 The Scene at Makkah and Surroundings: Only two generations 
earlier (about middle of the sixth century C.E.), the Quraysh had lived a harsh 
nomadic life in the Arabian steppes, like other Bedouin tribes: each day had 
required a grim struggle for survival. During last years of the sixth century, however, 
they became extremely successful in trade and made Mecca the most important 
settlement in Arabia. They were now rich beyond their wildest dreams. Yet 
their drastically altered lifestyle meant that the old tribal values had been 
superseded by a rampant and ruthless capitalism. People felt obviously 
disoriented and lost. The Quraysh were making a new religion out of money 
(instead of being the dutiful righteous obedient worshipers to God, as 
commanded by Him, Who made them rich.) 

(p.155, A History of God, Karen Armstrong). 
 
 “For the taming (conditioning)of the Quraysh, 
 The (Quraysh) caravans 
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  to set forth safe  
 in winter (to the South), and  
 in summer (to the North, without any fear), 
 So let them worship-obey, 
  The Lord-Master-Owner-Sustainer (Allah) 
 of this House (Ka’baah in Makkah) 
 Who (Allah) has fed them against hunger, 
 And has made them safe from fear.” Surah 106 
 
 “The Koran was not teaching the Quraysh anything new. Indeed, it 
constantly claims to be a `reminder’ of things known already, which it throws 
into more lucid relief. Frequently the Koran introduces a topic with a phrase 
like: `Have you not seen…?’ or `Have you not considered…?’ The Word of God 
was not issuing arbitrary commands from on high, but was entering into a 
dialogue with the Quraysh. It reminds them, for example, that the Ka’baah, 
the House of Allah, accounted.. for their success, which was really.. owing to God. 
The Quraysh loved to make the ritual circumambulations around the shrine 
but when they put themselves and their own material success into the center 
of their lives, they had forgotten the meaning of these ancient rites of 
orientation. They should look at the `Signs’ (Aayaat) of God’s goodness and 
power in the natural world. If they failed to reproduce God’s benevolence in 
their own society, they would be out of touch with the true nature of things.” 
(Page 166, A History of God , Karen Armstrong). 
 On the contrary, out of arrogance, and in sheer darkness of 
ignorance, they became more and more violent and violative of all norms of 
morality and standards of humanity. They felt “that their new wealth had 
`saved’ them from the perils of the nomadic life, cushioning them from the 
malnutrition and tribal violence that were endemic to the steppes of Arabia, 
where each Bedouin tribe daily faced the possibility of extinction. They now 
had almost enough to eat and were making Mecca an international center of 
trade and high finance. They felt that they had become the masters of their 
own fate and some even seem to have believed that their wealth would give 
them a certain immortality... [This sense of self-sufficiency assumed the form 
of a `cult’ (Istaqaa)].  
 “In the rest of Arabia the situation was also bleak. For centuries the 
Bedouin tribes of the region of Hijaz and Najd had lived in fierce 
competition with one another for the basic necessities of life. To help the 
people cultivate the communal spirit that was essential for survival, the 
Arabs had evolved an ideology called `Muruwah’, which fulfillled many of 
the functions of religion… Western scholars often translate `Muruwah’ as 
`manliness’, but it had a far wider range of significance; it meant courage in 
battle, patience and endurance in suffering and absolute dedication to the 
tribe.. In the conventional sense, the Arabs had little time for religion. There 
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was a pagan pantheon of deities and the Arabs worshiped at their shrines, 
but they had not developed a mythology that explained the relevance of 
these gods and holy places to the life of the spirit. They had no notion of an 
afterlife but believed instead that `dahar’ which can be translated as time or fate 
was supreme – an attitude that was probably essential in a society where the 
mortality rate was so high.” 

(Karen Armstrong, A History of God, PP.156-157) 
    
 Idolatry at Mecca: Before the Ka'baah was cleared of idols by the 
Prophet (Peace be upon him), after the conquest of Makkah, there were as 
many as 360 idols. Following are mentioned in the Quran: 
 Jibt & Taaghuut: Anything worshiped other than the Real God 
(Allah), i.e. all the false deities. They may be idol, satan, grave, stone, sun, star, 
angel, humanbeing, messenger or saint (taken in that sense). Sometime 
Taaghuut means a false judge who gives a false judgement. (this may even 
include an unjust ruler). (Dr M.M.Khan and Dr Al-Hilali,The Noble Quran, 
Foot Notes, p. 65 & 121, and Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Vol-I, p. 512). 

According to Jalaaluddin, the above two idols of the Quraish were 
also honoured by certain renegade Jews, in order to please the Quraish. 

 
“Hast thou not seen those 
unto whom a portion of the Scripture hath been given,  
how they believe in idols and false deities ,  
(Jibt and Taaghuut), 
and how they say of those (idolaters) who disbelieve:  
`These are more rightly guided  
than those who believe.”4-51 
 
Ba’al: In Hebrew it means `Lord’. It was the chief deity worshipped 

by Syro-Phoenician nations. This idol was worshiped in the days of Prophet 
Elisha (Peace be upon him) also. It was a warrior-god. It was one of the 
most important deities and the god at Ugarit, Canaan. It was considered to 
be son of either Dagon, the corn-god, or of El, the chief Ugaritic deity. Ishtar, 
goddess of battle, was the consort of Ba'al. His daughters were Mist and Dew. 
It destroyed its enemies, including Mot, god of dryness and death, although 
its brief submission to Mot brought drought to earth. It was, however, 
revived as rain god. This serves as an example as to how ‘divinity’ is 
manufactured or fabricated out of falsehood and legend.  
  Laat:  It was the chief idol of Banu-Saqiif at Taaif. 
 Uzzaa: It has been identified with Venus. It was, however, 
worshiped under the form of an `acacia tree'. It was the deity of Banu-
Ghatafaan. 
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  Manaat: It was a large sacrificial stone worshiped by Banu 
Khuzaa'ah and Banu Huzail. 
  Wadd: It was worshiped by Banu Kalb in the form of man, 
representing heaven and manly power. 
  Suwaa: A female deity of Banu Hamdaan, in the shape of a woman 
representing qualities of mutability and beauty. 
  Yaghuus: It was the deity of Banu Mazhij, in the form of a lion (or 
bull), representing brute strength. 
  Ya'uuq: It was an idol of Banu Muraad in the form of a horse, 
representing swiftness. 
  Nasr: It was worshiped by Himyar in the image of an eagle, or vulture 
or falcon, representing quality of sharp sight and insight. 
 The commentators are of the opinion that, above last five idols 
were originally persons of eminence in very ancient times, who after their 
deaths were worshiped in the form of idols. “The five names mentioned in 
71-23 represent some of the oldest pagan cults, before the Flood as well as 
after the Flood, though the names themselves are in the form in which they 
were worshiped by local Arab tribes.”(Abdullah Yusuf Ali, Translation, 
p.1538,App-X.) 
 Hubal: It was the chief of minor deities, in the image of a man. As a 
great image it stood over the well or the hollow within Ka'baah. Offerings 
and other treasures were preserved in the cavity beneath. It is believed that it 
was originally brought from Syria. When, under the command of the 
Prophet (Peace be upon him), the great image of Hubal was hewn down and 
it fell with a crash to the ground, he exclaimed in the words of the Quran: 
 
 "Truth hath come, and falsehood hath vanished."17-81 
 
 Isaaf:  It was the idol on Mount As-Saffas . 
 Naailah: It was an image on the Mount Al-Marwah. 
 Isaaf and Naailah  were part of the rites of the pilgrimage. 
 Habbah: It was a large sacred stone on which camels were sacrificed.  
 
 For historical examination of different concepts about divinity, see 
Appendix-2. 
 
 Creation and the Creator : The Quran puts some explicit questions 
and further clarifies their position:  
 "Were they created of nothing? or 
 were they the creators of themselves?"(35) 
 
 "Created they the heavens and the earth? 
 Nay, they have no faith."(36) 
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 "Or are the treasures of your Lord with them, or 
  are they managers (of affairs)?” (37) 52-35 to 37 
 
 These verses raise very fundamental questions which have 
remained subject of interest of all well known philosophers, scholars, 
scientists and theologians, alike. Everything that we can perceive with our 
senses has been created. Nothing created can itself be a creator. The Creator has 
to be different from and superior to all such things perceived, conceived and 
compassed within the limited `scope’ of the non perfect imagination, limited 
sensory applications and understanding. In this regard Harun Yahya 
observes: “Modern research in many different fields of science points to a 
very different understanding and creates serious doubt about our senses and 
the world that we perceive with them.” 
  
 Sense Perception and Its Implications: God is invisible to the 
mortal man. There are physical and comprehendability limitations of man. 
But His Existence and Attributes are revealed in all existence. Those who 
disregard or disbelieve in this factuality remain in ignorance from the 
actuality of `creation’ and its Creator. The mistake lies in the concepts about 
characteristics and nature of matter as to whether it is in its virtual or real 
existence, i.e whether it exists or not or it is virtual or real? Some scholars 
attempt to find some explanations in modern science and philosophy also. 

  Harun Yahya in his book ‘The Truth of the Life of this World’,(pp. 
139-140), has quoted different scholars and discussed some aspects of the 

subject matter. “We never think that the `external’ world could be anything 
other than that which our senses present to us, as we have been dependent 

on only these senses since birth... The notion of an `external world’, shaped 
in our brain, is only a response created in our brain by electrical signals. 

Frederick Vester explains the point that science has reached on this subject: 
`Statements of some scientists posing that `man is an image, everything experienced is 

temporary and deceptive, and this universe is a shadow,’ seems to be proven by 
science in our day’-(Frederick Vester, ‘Denken,Lernen, Vergessen, vga, 1978, p.6). 

The famous philosopher, George Berkeley commented on the subject as 
follows: `We believe in the existence of objects just because we see and touch them, 

and they are reflected to us by our perceptions. However, our perceptions are only ideas 
in our mind. Thus, objects we captivate by perception are nothing but ideas, and these 
ideas are essentially in nowhere but our mind…Since all these exist only in the mind, 

then it means that we are beguiled by deceptions when we imagine the universe and 
things to have an existence outside the mind. So, none of the surrounding things 

have an existence out of our mind.’(George Politzer, ‘Principles Fundamentaux de 
Philosophie’, Editions Sociales , Paris, 1954, pp.38-39)....Distinguished 

philosopher Bertrand Russel wrote: `As to the sense of touch, when we press the 
table with our fingers, that is an electric disturbance on the electrons and protons of 
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our fingertips, produced, according to modern physics, by the proximity of the 
electrons and protons in the table. If the same disturbance in our fingertips arose in 

any other way, we should have the sensations, in spite of there being no table'. 
(Bertrand Russel, ‘ABC of Relativity’, George Allen and Unwin, London, 1964, p. 161-162).” 

 Such perceptions were presented purely in logic and philosophy, by 
the earlier Greek philosophers also. Science is now opening windows on 
such subjects through different fields of observation and experimentation. 
Thus there are different approaches to understanding the reality or the truth. 
Whether this world is a virtual reality or a reflection or an image, the fact is 
that everything that exists or seems to exist in the same frame or plane of existence, 
obeys the same set of laws as an entity and in relation to each other – i.e. in this 
world of `relative reality’. The objects and concepts in `relative existence’, appear 
to `be’ real because they obey observable or conceivable laws in the same frame of 
existence. Similarly  matter and space-time seem to be `real’ in their relative 
existence and not the absolute one. They follow the set course of laws 
collectively and in relation to each other. Generally it is in this sense and in 
the frame of reference that the material world is perceived or known to be 
`real’.  
 Like all the divine religions, the Quran explains that Only God is 
the Absolute, Who Alone has true and independent Existence: 
 
 “All that lives on earth ,or in the heavens is bound to pass away, but 
 forever will abide thy Sustainer’s Self– 
 Full of Majesty and Glory.”28-88 
 
 Mosaic of World Religions: From above discussion, the mosaic of 
religions laid on the map of this planet shows that (i) There were lot many 
sorts of religious beliefs and cults with no common ground. (ii) Idol, image, 
icon, imagination - all creation of man's own mind, were assigned powers of 
creation including man's own and further potential for other creations also! 
(iii) There were conceived to be separate gods for different functions and 
phenomena. (iv) The created things and objects were worshiped as gods, 
goddesses, spirits, etc; out of awe, fear and fantasy. (v) Those who rejected 
concept of God (atheists), even they went to the extreme to carve out their 
own ideas and imagination as idols and elevated them to the status of gods 
(e.g. state and its organs). (vi) Theologians, theists, theosophists and even 
some of the so called monotheists had no common concept of One God, 
e.g., even Pharoahs developed the concept of `monotheism’ in the form of 
`Akhenaten’ for geo-political reasons. (vii) There were as many philosophies 
and concepts of god as could be conjectured or conceived. (viii) Even the 
universal concept of One God was variously tainted and fractured in the geo-
political fissures of the globe, e.g., in Greek, Roman, Egyptian philosophy, 
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they developed some universal concept of one super-god but he was not 
considered as The God of all creation and sustenance, of all existence.(ix) There 
were pantheons (Greek), Di Deaque (Roman) and plethora of local, regional 
and national gods and their hierarchies, families, groups and even `groupings' 
and gangsterism. (x) Custom, tradition and ritual had in fact shrouded any 
clear idea about God. (xi) There was no purity and sanctity about gods, their 
`relationships', adventure, etc. They were even described as cheats and sinners 
along with their entire imaginative families, friends, consorts, concubines 
etc, etc. For example they were accused of cheating, theft , adultery etc, etc. 
(xii) These gods and idols were the creation of very strange fables and 
fiction. In many cases fiction appears not only fantastic but funny also! (xiii) 
Even man himself assumed `divinity, as an `office' (e.g. divine kingship) or 
`ministry' (e.g. priesthood), with divine claims, during life, after death and in 
heirship (e.g., Egyptian divine kingship). (xiv) There was always myth or 
mystery surrounding idols and gods - in fact, myth and mystery made gods. 
(xv) In broader terms, creation, form, figure, attributes etc., of these idols 
and gods were determined by two major factors, which constitute the very 
physical frame of existence of man and matter in the universe: i.e. (a) they 
are limited by the same material dimensions, conforming to the three 
dimensions of the created things, in their form and figure, as known to man, 
and (b) the flight of his imagination has always remained limited by these 
factors. (xvi) Like any other area of human activity and endeavour (and 
since they were the creation of man’s own imagination), they were always 
subject to change, reform, advancement and progress: e.g., with changing 
powers, geographies, intellectual and attitudinal development of man, the 
concepts and images of gods and idols also changed. (xvii) There is no 
specific and concrete evidence of the `truth' of their creation, because of 
being mere `myth'. Legends in each case were created at a much later stage 
referring to the past, usually distant past, which was not verifiable. Such 
legends were mixed up with popular stories and folk lore. In this regard 
specially following factors played main role: hero worship, natural phenomena, 
usually catastrophes, subjugation by the absolute monarch, and ignorance.(xviii) 
Myth surrounded not only the `godhead' but the whole thought process and 
the very concepts about creation of man and matter. Here, an example of 
Judaism, in elaboration of above, may be quoted from Dictionary of Religions 
(p.177): “Kabbalah is "the `received tradition' of Jewish mysticism, 
particularly those forms of mystical teachings which were developed in the 
Middle Ages in South-West Europe, and later on in the Galilean city of `Safed' in 
Palestine. The main text of the Kabbalah is the Zohar, written down in 13th-century 
Spain [about 2800 years after the teachings of Moses (Peace be upon him)]. Unlike 
exoteric Judaism the Kabbalah teaches that creation of the world took place through 
a series of emanations from the Godhead or Ein Sof." (xix) From above it would 
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be clear that generally speaking these ideas not only reflect psychological 
urge of man for religion but also social, economic, political and historical 
conditions seem to be responsible in the environment of his existence to 
fabricate and fashion a godhead for him. (xx) The `Divine Word', whenever 
received, was mixed up and corrupted linguistically (e.g. violation of the 
instruction `Hittatun') and liturgically (form of prayer e.g. prostration changed 
or limited in Judaism and Christianity from its original prescription). 
Corruption crept in mainly through ritual (pilgrimage, before Islam, is one of 
the glaring examples), superstition: (e.g. with celestial bodies), exaggeration 
(e.g., epic, poetry, and veneration of  prophets and priests, besides bigotry 
and zealotry), and suppression of real and projection of false as suited the 
vested interest of the time (e.g., presentation and partial application of 
provisions of `Taurat’ in juridical matters). (xxi) The main doctrine somehow 
slipped into mysticism, gnosticism and many more `schisms' e.g., in Judaism, 
Christianity, etc. Such damaging influences on muslim thinkers are also 
quite visible. (xxii) Systems were evolved and developed for exploitation of 
masses and perpetuation of oppressor's power and his rule. This blocked all 
free and scientific reflection into phenomena of nature, development of 
human society, culture and civilization, constituting the dark ages! 
 
 Projection Theories of Religion (about god): This term 
(Projection Theory) refers to various arguments in western thought which 
maintain that `God is not a reality, independent of man, rather a product of 
man's own mind. "David Hume (1711-76) followed Hobbes (1588-1679) in 
suggesting... that belief in god arose when primitive man personified the 
unknown forces controlling nature and offered worship.. to placate them. 
L.A.Feuerbach (1804-72) argued that God is an illusory reality which 
represents to man the qualities which he regards as ideal. His theory had an 
important influence on the hostile views of religion advanced by Karl Marx 
(1818-83) and Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900). Emily Durkheim (1858-
1917), an early sociologist, saw religion providing a mythological representation 
of social structures, affirming thereby the values and rules of society in a quasi-
objective form. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) treated religion as an illusion 
and suggested that the idea of God is basically a magnified version of the image 
of the human father.."(John R. Hinnells, Dictionary of Religions) 
 
 Superstition and Ignorance: Out of own imagination in ignorance 
and misconception, man himself created a plethora of different gods 
compatible to his own demand and version of philosophy – the Greek Theoi, 
the Roman Di Deaeque, the Egyptian classes of gods, the Indian variety of 
gods- as many as stones and the Arabian idols of earth, stone and what not. 
Different hierarchy and functions were assigned in each case. It will not be 
correct, to say that ignorance ended with the dark ages or the medieval 



95                                                                                           The Phrase “Bismillaah” 
 
period or with the advent of movements like renaissance, reformation or 
developments like industrialization etc, etc. Superstition still rules human 
mind and imagination. Look at following piece of news appearing in the 
Daily Dawn, dated June, 12, 2002: 
 Kolkata, June 11: Green and yellow pre-monsoon rains lashing an 
eastern Indian town sparked panic among superstitious villagers. They 
thought they had incurred wrath of Hindu gods and goddesses, said a local 
administrative official. The oddly coloured rain sent droves of villagers to 
Hindu temples to pray for divine mercy on Sangrampur, some 50 kms , in 
the state of West Bengal. Earlier researchers suspected that the rain's colour 
was caused by pollution, as the village's ponds and rivers were used 
extensively by brick kiln owners. But scientists said the phenomenon was 
nothing but bee droppings. A similar phenomenon was once reported in 
Cambodia also. The panicky population of the village presents an example 
as to how superstition blocks scientific enquiry and locks up human mind. 
That is why Islam broke idols of superstition, idiologically and physically. 
The Quran invites all mankind, at every step, to reflect and enquire into 
phenomena of nature. Consequently, within a very short period of time, as 
Holmyard has stated in his scientific Journal, `Endeavour', that "a thousand 
years ago the flame of science burned bright in Islam and in Islam alone".  
 Politicization of cow in India presents a very interesting case. 
`Artha Shastra' refers to the killing of royal cattle as a crime punishable with 
death. However reverence to cow grew steadily from the time of 
`Bhagvadgita'. D.N. Jha, Professor of History, wrote on the attitude of the 
people towards beef-eating and proved on the basis of religious and historical 
evidence that Indians slaughtered cow on religious occasions and consumed 
beef. Sacredness of cow evolved with passage of time as a result of its utility 
in an agricultural society whereupon people started to venerate it and 
attached a religious sanctity to it. The book created such an uproar against 
the author that the government provided a guard to protect him. 

(The Dawn, January 9, 2003) 
 Since ancient times, very strange concepts were held and cults 
followed. For example, it was believed that twin forces of Nile and sun 
shaped Egyptian beliefs. Annual inundation of Nile, as a cycle reflected in 
life, death and resurrection of `Osiris', god of vegetation. The sun died each 
night and was re-born at dawn. It was in a similar society sunk deep down in 
ignorance and superstition that Abraham (Peace be upon him) rejected 
moon, sun, star and all idols and found the ‘Truth’. 
 
 “Thus did We (Allah) show Abraham 
 the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, 
 that he be one of those who have Faith with certainty.”6-75 
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 Abdullah Yusuf Ali has translated above verse as: 
 
 “So also did We (Allah) show Abraham  
 the power and the laws of the heavens and the earth, that 
  he might (with understanding) have certitude.” 6-75 
 
 From above examples and discussion it would be seen that out 
of ignorance, man regarded manifestations of nature as `gods’. Arnold 
Toynbee described this lapse to `superstition’. It is only since last some 
centuries that man started harnessing natural resources. According to 
Auguste Comte, man’s intellectual development can be divided into 
three stages ---theological, meta- physical and (logical) positivism, (based 
on physical observation and calculation). Modern science is however 
making unification of the first and the last increasingly possible, as theo-
logical positivism. 
 The first verses revealed to Muhammad (Peace be upon him) show 
that by that time, God had moved forward the intellectual development of 
mankind to a point from where the new phase was launched with direct 
reference to the phenomena which were progressively going to be unfolded 
to the man (theo-logical positivism) in future. (96 – 1 & 2) 
  
 Different Concepts Discussed in the Quran: Some of the 
important points in the light of above discussion may be kept in mind, before 
we proceed to discuss the Quranic concepts, e.g.: When the Quran was 
revealed, the concept of `terror’ dominated the Judaic concept of God. 
Magians presented light and darkness as two different forces. Christianity 
emphasized love, relegating the concept of recompense to the background. 
Budhism also laid stress on kindness. Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, Budhism 
(three levels of existence) Judaism and Christianity were all corrupted with 
concepts like `trinity’, iconization and other practices of polytheism. Greek 
Philosophy and Roman culture were already plagued and infested with 
plethora and all sorts of cocktails of customs, cultures and cults. These ills, 
earlier also, were suffered by ancient civilizations, like Mesopotamian, 
Egyptian, Babylonian, etc.  
 Knowing that idols and images are made by man himself, which 
are dead and can't create anything, yet disbelievers worshiped them! We 
have also seen that even in ancient civilizations people worshiped, out of 
sheer ignorance and foolishness their dead kings, ancestors, creatures etc. 
and provided for their food, drink and all other necessities even after they 
were dead, buried and gone. They themselves did not know when they 
would be raised up (16-21). But their foolish worshipers `raised', resurrected 
and re-incarnated them in all sorts of forms, figures, fables, creatures and 
imaginations. They obeyed and followed their desires as if they were gods!! 
The pagans of Makkah fought battles against the Holy Prophet (Peace be 
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upon him) invoking support and succour of their idols and gods styled by 
them for different purposes. But nothing availed them, naught. It was 
evident in every matter of every day life that none of their idolatrous 
practices helped them. After losing battles badly against the Holy Prophet 
(Peace be upon him), there are instances reported by history, where they 
cursed, abused and destroyed their own idols- gods, who did not help them!  

 
 "Then why did those, whom they had taken for gods besides Allah, 
 as a way of approach, not help them? 

 Nay, but they vanished completely from them . 
 And that was their lie, and their invention, 
 Which they had been inventing" 46-28 
 
 Without any scientific basis and sound knowledge, manufacturing 
of gods in factories out of all sorts of raw materials (like mud, stones, earth, 
wood, even dates), and churning out evil and illicit ideas as gods, are all lies 
with no trace of truth. History of religious philosophy discussed earlier, 
presents a mockery of man's own imagination when all these ideas, idols and 
icons are laid into a mosaic or juxtaposed even among themselves.
 The Quran, therefore, had to clear confusion, correct concepts and 
separate falsehood from truth.  

 "And what do they follow, who worship as His `partners', 
  other than Allah? 
 They follow nothing but conjecture,  
 And they do nothing but lie." 10-66 
 
 "So be not in doubt, as to what these people worship. 

They worship nothing but what their fathers worshiped before. 
And verily, We (Allah) shall repay them in full,  
their portion without diminution." 11-109  

  
 In this process, the Quran also created an appropriate balance even 
among the right ingredients of faith which were otherwise distorted, 
disproportioned or subjected to imbalance, exaggeration and extremism. At 
many places, the Quran itself has therefore not only responded to but also 
initiated discussion on those  wrong concepts, prevailing before its advent, 
which throw light on doctrines, dogmas and beliefs from the contemporary 
and the past human history. Without leaving any scope for iota of doubt, the 
Quran explains scientifically the fact manifest in all nature, that Allah is The 
Only One Who creates. Beside Allah, no body can create. Creation is one of 
the fundamental functions which none and nothing else can claim to possess the power 
of. It is the Basic and one of the Exclusive and Sole Powers of Allah. The Quran 
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clarifies position even about living or dead `human beings’ who are taken as 
gods, that they can't create anything. They are themselves created and die.  

 Those whom they invoke besides Allah, have not created anything,  
 but are themselves created-" 16-20  
 
 (They are) dead, not alive;  
 and they know not when they will be raised up".16-21 
    
 It is not that universes (Megaverse) were created and then left in the 
lurch. Allah’s Powers of creation, development and sustenance (acts of 
`Rubuubiyah) are all the time at work, right since the first creation-
origination. He is the Living Eternal, as put forth by Socrates. Just to say that 
He is the Creator or creates is not enough. There are very widely diversified 
wants and needs of all creations, particularly mundane activities of man, for 
which there is an every day evidence of being acknowledged, accepted, 
responded and granted besides the grand design in which benevolence and 
benediction are abounding in limitless Mercy.  
 The Quran also caters to psychological and all such human needs 
for which they approach various, so called, forces of nature or divine 
personalities, for provision and relief. The cases of rabbis and priests are 
some of the examples which have been explained in the Quran, whom 
people took (and even now take them) as intermediaries or intercessors or as 
means of approach to God. Although it has been clarified that even they 
seek Allah's Pleasure and His closeness. Instead of Monotheism and worship 
of Allah Alone, they adopted `trinity' and polytheism. 
 
 "They took their rabbis and their monks  
 to be their lords besides Allah,  
 and (also they took) Messiah, son of Maryam,  
 While they were commanded to worship  
 none but Only One `Ilaah' (God - Allah )-  
 -there is no god but He (Alone).  
 Praise and Glory to Him from having partners, they associate. 9-31 
 
 "Surely, the religion is for Allah only. 
 And those who take protectors beside Him (say): 
 `we worship them only that they may bring us near to Allah.' 
 Verily, Allah will judge between them  
 concerning that wherein they differ. 
 Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever." 39-3 
  
 The Quran gives an open invitation to come to Allah. He is not 
away. His response is assured in submission and sincerity of the caller 
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himself.  Allah has explained His closeness and responsiveness in many ways, 
yet guilty conscience keeps man away from His Mercy. We have seen in examples 
from history of Jews, who out of fear, rooted in their own misdeeds, did not 
utter The Great Name of Jehovah. Instead of submission to Allah, because 
He is God of all and everyone and everything, some people still prefer to 
submit to the exploitative and vested interests of different men, their 
designations and positions even by losing their own self respect and faith.    
 Allah has described His closeness, e.g., as nearer than the jugular vein, 
nearer than one's own thought, He is holding the forelock of all creatures Himself. 
He is closer than the closest. He encourages to ask Him with His Most 
Beautiful Best Names and Attributes and seek from Him in humility (7- 55 & 
56, 40-60). He has assured His closeness and response (2-186). The response 
is with acceptance (14-39, 3-38). He Ever-Knows all (doesn’t need an 
informer or intercessor, 2-115), Allah's Mercy is near (7-56). The Quran 
clarifies different aspects: 

 
" O mankind! A similitude is given, so listen to it: 
Verily, on whom you call besides Allah 
can not create a fly, though they combine together for the purpose. 
And if the fly snatches away a thing from them,  
They can not have the same released from it. 
So weak are the seeker and the sought!" 22-73 
 
 "And they worship besides Allah, things,  
 that hurt them not, nor profit them,  

 and they say: `These are our intercessors with Allah.' 
 Say: `Do you inform Allah of that  
which He knows not in the heavens and on the earth?' 

 Glorified and Exalted is He above all  
 that which they associate as partners." 10-18 
  
 Once the Faith takes firm footing, further favours are unfolded for 
the faithful believer. The Quran clarifies that `Muttaqii' is the one who is 
pious (righteous, kindly good-doer) and fears Allah Alone. He doesn’t fear any 
idea, anyone or anything else. No harm can be caused until Allah wills. 
Nothing else can either harm or profit. Providence and profit are also only 
from God. While people know that those whom they take as gods or objects 
of worship neither can harm nor profit even their own persons, they still 
commit the folly of following, obeying or worshiping them.  
 Important issues have not been discussed in isolation but solution 
has been offered for a well organized progressing society and individual 
personality, in a scientific system. The Ordinance of the religion is only from 
Allah. No one has such a wisdom to build a religious system which is based 
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on nature and takes care of all aspects of human nature and universe in 
which he lives as an individual, as a member in the society and the 
important actor impacting terrestrial environment and celestial entities. We 
have discussed mettle of myths and substance of some major religions in 
previous pages. Efforts by some of the most autocrat and absolute monarchs 
are quite obvious in history to prescribe and proclaim their own verdict or 
version of religion by innovation, adoption, amalgamation, etc, etc. Leaders, 
demagogues, dictators, priests, rabbis etc all launched their self motivated 
movements and cults. None of them became a universal religion, in fact 
could not even survive as their own national or sole tribal cult in the 
posterity. 
  
 "Or have they partners with Allah,  
 who have instituted for them a religion , 
  which Allah has not ordained?42-21. 
 
 Different Factors Behind Falsehood: All these concepts may still 
keep on merging and re-emerging in  philosophies of different times as 
modern cults, fashions and fades of those times. The Quran analyses human 
behaviour and highlights the reasons responsible for that (against which 
panacea has been prescribed in Al-Faatihah, see 1-5) , e.g.: 
 
  Honour, Power and Glory: 
 "And they have taken gods besides Allah, 

 that they might give them honour, power and glory." 19-81 
   
 This shows that some people take, out of fashion and greed, some 
powers to which they submit, obey or follow, as their gods. For example we 
have seen in the case of `Mithraism', discussed earlier, that it was popular 
among officials and military who considered it respectable to follow that 
cult. 
 Help: 
 "And they have taken gods besides Allah , 
 hoping that they might be helped " 36-74 
  
 Only Allah is the One Who helps. But, like pagans of Makkah, we 
find innumerable examples of other peoples taking saints, spirits etc, as 
helpers. So much so that we have seen in the case of German-Celtic cults that 
an image with a hammer in its hand was taken as a god about which it was 
considered that it fought for them against vagaries of weather! Against 
placing any hope for help in the dead, e.g. saints, priests, humanbeings etc, it 
has been emphatically clarified in 16-21. Even now in the West, cities have 
their own saints as their `protectors and guardians’. 
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Wider Implications of Worship: In most of cases discussed above, 
religions were based on custom, tradition and ritual continuing from earlier 
peoples, without using reason or listening to the `Message' or reflecting into 
the phenomena of nature. The verses given above, although very few have 
been mentioned because of brevity, not only explain different religious 
concepts and philosophies but also highlight causes as to why people fall into 
error to take gods besides Allah. They also point out to wider implications of 
the very purpose of worship, e.g., following: (i) Worship is not limited only 
in the liturgical sense. But it includes reverence, awe, fear, greed , expectation, 
obedience, servitude and all related things if they extend to the extent or status of 
worship which should and aught to be or is worthy only for Allah Alone - 
with All His Most Beautiful Best Names and Attributes. (ii) Partners are 
associated due to following reasons: fear, vested interest, lie, disbelief in the 
Reality and Truth, fabrication, invention, lack of understanding of scientific and 
physical phenomena, no concept of or disbelief in requital, following fathers and 
ancestor blindly, conjecture, etc. But what are the vested interests and hopes of 
such ‘polytheists’? They were and always remain, e.g.: gaining honour, 
wealth, power, children, help, profit, protection, friendship, means or source of 
nearness to Allah, and many other desires, lusts and greed. 

The major reason after `disbelief' is the `misbelief' in the Oneness and Unity 
of Creator and Providence. The first division between `Uluuhiyah’ and ‘Rubuubiyah’ 
leads to all other divisions and sub-divisions within the concept of creation, different 
attributes, and various qualities and also within the powers of ‘Providence’ - then 
there is no cap to the proliferation factory of polytheism. Hence the most fundamental 
principle of all principles and faith rests on The Unity in the Oneness of `Uluuhiyat' 
and `Rubuubiyat' of The Only One Allah Alone. Many religions don’t deny this as 
a philosophy, yet practice polytheism. Consider the example of Hinduism: “Lord 
Krishna is the Supreme Truth, the supreme cause and sustaining force of 
everything, both material and spiritual. Advanced souls surrender unto Him 
in devotion, whereas impious souls divert their minds to other objects of 
worship.”  (Pages 239-280, Bhagavad-Gita As It Is, Bhaktivedanta Swami). 

In spite of such a clear doctrine of Unity of the Supreme Truth as 
One Creator and Sustainer, there hardly appears to be any constraint in the 
practices of polytheism, which have completely distorted and deformed the 
very image of the religion.  

 
Theories of Evolution and Revelation: Evolutionary theories, also 

termed as materialism, overtaking all scholarly and innovative thinking, 
almost in all fields, were applied in theology also. Although these theories did 
not work here, but, any way, some thinkers attributed the evolution of 
superstition into the belief, in a Supreme Being, without tracing origin of the 
belief itself and verifying contemporary record of various groups, tribes and 
nations who occupied different corners on the globe in different periods of 
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human history. This has, however, been clearly refuted by the Bible and the 
Quran, and now disproved by the scientific enquiry also. 

Father Wilhelm Schmidt in ‘The Origin of the Idea of God’ suggested 
that there had been a primitive monotheism before man started worshiping a 
number of gods. Originally they acknowledged only One Supreme Deity, Who 
had created the world and governed human affairs. Belief in such a High God is 
still a feature of the religious life in many indigenous African tribes. They 
yearn towards God in prayer; believe that He is watching over them and will punish 
wrong-doing. They believe that He is inexpressible and cannot be 
contaminated by man. Schmidt’s theory goes, in ancient times - the High 
God was replaced by the more attractive gods of the pagan pantheons.  

 In ancient times of ignorance, when offspring of Adam lost 
contact with the Divine, he was harassed by everything and every odd 
phenomenon around him. Out of awe and fear he started worshiping 
objects of nature. He also developed a number of demi-gods, with time, 
according to his need and aspiration. In those pre-historic times man 
worshiped powers of nature, as conceived by him, with symbols 
representing them or idols symbolized as such. False conception and 
superstition assumed form and status of worship. 

Rudolf Otto, the German historian of religion, and author of the 
book `The Idea of the Holy’, however, believed that the sense of the 
`Numinous’ (Numina, spirits) was basic to religion. It preceded any desire to 
explain the origin of the world or find a basis for ethical behaviour. When 
people began to devise their myths and worship their gods, they were not seeking to 
find a literal explanation for natural phenomena.  (This is how the process of 
reflection in the fact of nature was blocked and superstition and conjecture 
over ruled reasoning and logic.) The symbolic stories, cave paintings and 
carvings were an attempt to express their wonder and to link the pervasive 
mystery with their own lives; indeed, poets, artists and musicians are often 
impelled by a similar desire. It seems that in the ancient world, people 
believed that it was only by participating in this divine life that they would 
become truly human. 

On the other hand our scientific knowledge tells us to focus our 
attention on physical and material world around us. We have, thus, edited out 
the sense of the `spiritual’ and the `holy’ which pervades life in more 
traditional societies at every level and which was once an essential 
component of our human experience of the world. In the South Sea Islands, 
they call this mysterious force `Mana’; others experience it as a Presence or 
spirit; sometimes it has been felt as an impersonal power, like a form of 
radioactivity or electricity. Naturally people want to get in touch with this 
`Reality', admire it and also make it work for them. When they personalized 
the unseen forces and made them gods, associated with wind, sun, sea, stars, 
etc., possessing human characteristics, they were expressing their sense of 
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affinity with the unseen and the world around them, within the limits of 
their mundane experience and expression. One of the reasons why religion 
seems irrelevant today is that many of us no longer have the sense that we are 
surrounded by the Unseen. 

Karen Armstrong adds that we need to go back to the ancient world 
of the Middle East where the idea of our (One) God ‘gradually emerged’ about 
14,000 years ago. This is again based on the faulty theory of evolution rather 
revelation. These issues have been discussed at appropriate places, with 
reference to the first experience of Adam in the Presence of his Creator-
Sustainer. This contact has been continually renewed through the reality of 
revelation recorded not only by different religions but also by general history 
of man. It has further been strengthened and supported by knowledge based 
on scientific query, archeology and art. `Dictionary of Religions’, edited by    
John R. Hinnells, precisely summarizes the historical fact: "Theories of 
religious evolution, which saw monotheism as emerging from polytheism 
were countered by arguments that it was original or primordial or that it 
arose historically by revolution through Prophecy in the context of protests 
against idolatry." 

The human nature, could not ignore the ingrained psychological 
need and urge for The Supreme Being - the fact that He is The One Who 
made man’s nature like this. Man always felt or perceived the Existence of his 
Creator and Sustainer. Those who were firm in their faith and sensitive to 
Signs of nature, even felt or perceived His Presence. Those who participated in 
this experience and practiced what they `believed’, their communication became 
`conversation’ and their contact, `communion’.  

Man was so desperate about his relationship with his Creator-
Sustainer but since he had lost ‘contact’ and direction he fell prostrate before 
any object which he took for God. Feeling about the existence of Allah was 
already and always there as a part of human nature. What it needed was the 
proper guidance. The Quran gives clear indication about such a feeling when 
it refers to the pattern on which man was created. (30-30). Prophets were 
sent to every nation and tribe to support and satisfy his natural urge for belief 
in Allah and his inborn inclination to worship Him as well as to reinforce the 
divine truth in the daily Signs revealed by Allah. The physical world always 
posed questions about its own creation and the Creator. Man always 
pondered about the Providence. Therefore, consciousness of the Highest 
Being always remained there. Different concepts and terms were, therefore, 
always there which were used for the Highest Being. It was mainly in respect of 
different aspects of attributes that the man erred the most and partners were conceived 
for variety of functions and phenomena.  

 Due to man's own limited capacity and capability, he could not 
conceive the Omnipotent-Omnipresent-Omniscient One Supreme Being, 
Who could create and sustain all vastness and variety in universes. 
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Furthermore, each function and phenomenon was so much flabbergasting 
that his imagination, covered by haze and hallucination, once when he lost 
`contact’ could only fabricate  fairy tales of `spirits' and `gods' to be some- 
ones who could be responsible for different happenings - i.e. gods and demi-
gods were carved out of imagination and worshipped out of awe and fear of 
different phenomena. 

The discussion and, particularly, the statement in the `Dictionary of 
Religions’, quoted above, highlight the fact that `man' was aware of God 
being in his very nature and that, from time to time, when idolatry over took 
him, revelation was repeated which brought revolution in those prevailing 
polytheist societies. So the concept of One Supreme Being did not emerge 
through `evolution’ or `via polytheism’, but it was the original ingrained belief 
and firsthand experience, which was refreshed against emerging idolatrous 
situations, from time to time. 
 The Bible and the Quran reiterate and re-emphasize the first direct 
experience of man, in this regard, of love, care and consideration of the 
Great Divine Supreme Being. In this regard, detailed accounts of 
communion and communication have been recorded in the history of 
revealed religions. `Communion', may however, be carefully referred to, 
because it has different connotations and implications in Christianity. For 
example its synonimity with the Eucharist, communion of saints, etc, etc. 
But here, in our discussion, it is referred in the sense of communion with the 
Transcendental. This belief underwent “retrogression” with time and with 
distance from the spiritual realm due to multiplicity and association of 
partners or denial of the divine, altogether. But even during times of 
ignorance there always remained alive, the idea of the Supreme Being. 
 A.K.Azad, in ‘Tarjumaanul Quran,’ has discussed this at length: 
“The history of religious beliefs ..is a product of the 19th century…traced to the 
close of the 18th century… the idea came to be entertained that Deism had its 
first origin in nature-myth or in the urge to personify the forces of nature such as 
light and rain. By the middle of the 19th century…another theory…that the 
origins of Deism are to be found in fetish worship or the worship of objects 
to which evil spirits were believed to be attached….(which) developed into 
the worship of God…About the same time another theory (Manism)… was 
that the origins of Deism were to be found in the worship of ancestors…A 
further theory (Animism) advanced…by Taylor (1872) is that even as the 
physical matter of life has had an evolutionary development, even so, the 
spiritual consciousness of man has had a similar growth and development 
leading on and on to the belief in God. Yet another theory revived and 
strengthened the earlier theory of nature-worship which now was expanded 
to cover the influence of planets on human life (Astral-worship)…(Another) 
theory (Totemism) …traced religious beliefs to the worship of animals. (The 
respect shown to the cow in India and the bullock in Egypt, the bear in the 
Arctic region, and the white calf among nomadic tribes). Very soon, 
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however, Totemism came to be discredited …The new movement gave rise 
to the speculation that there was a period earlier to the times when Animism 
prevailed – a period of pre-Animism when Necromancy was the order of the 
day and which slowly put on a spiritual visage and expressed itself in Deism. 
A group (of scholars) …emphasized that the basis of Deism was to be sought 
in mix of necromancy and religion...This was the time of the First World 
War which opened a fresh chapter of revolutionary upheavals in human 
thought. Be it noted that these theories had all been inspired by materialistic 
evolutionism. The idea was nursed that even as every other thing in life 
(Darwinism), the concept of monotheism was the result of an evolutionary 
process.”  
 A.K.Azad now comes to explain evidence which disapproves such 
theories and highlights the historical fact that in the twentieth century “the 
thinkers came forward to admit that the concept of Deism was not the result of any 
evolutionary process, but that it was the very first achievement of man. The 
researches made in Egyptology have enabled us to know that the earliest 
belief among the ancient Egyptians was the belief in one god, and that all the 
deities and demi-gods  who have left their mark on the archeological remains 
of the land had absolutely no existence in the first phase of life in Egypt, 
when the only belief entertained was the belief in only one, Osaris. The 
excavations made in Iraq also reveal the fact that even as in the valley of the 
Nile, so also in the valley of the Tigris and the Euphrates, the belief among 
the earliest people there, was not in a multiplicity of deities and demi-gods 
but in one unseen all powerful God. The people whom the Chaldians and 
the Sumerians succeeded did not worship either the sun or the moon, but 
worshiped the God who was eternal and who created the sun and the 
moon…The people of Mohenjodaro did not believe in a multiplicity of gods, 
but they believed in one Almighty power whom they styled `Oun’ which 
resembles the Sanskrit term `Undwan’. They believed that this Being rules 
over everything and that everything submitted to the law of life devised by 
Him; and that His attribute is `Vedukun’ or `eternal awakefulness’ or as the 
Quran puts it ` without rest and without sleep’. 
 “The latest Semitic studies have disclosed that the Semitic tribes all 
believed in an unseen Supreme God whom they called Al- Ilah, Allah. It is 
this Ilah which was differently spelt as Al- Uluh and Ilahia. The archeological 
finds discovered after the First World War in the valley of Aqaba in Hejaz 
and in the terrain of Shamar in Northern Syria go to emphasize this fact of 
history. In short the enquiry and research carried out in the 20th century have 
all gone to establish that the earliest belief which inspired man was a belief in 
the unity of God, shorn of all symbolic representation.  
 "The ancient traditions of Egypt, Greece, Chaldea, India, China 
and Iran reveal that man lived a natural life guided by nature. Plato’s Critias 
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and the writings of Timasus throw light on the point. According to Old 
Testament also Adam had heavenly existence."  
 For detailed notes on Egyptology see Appendices IV and V to “The 
Holy Quran Translation” , by Abdullah Yusuf Ali. 
 Important Note : Because of fundamental importance of the term 
“Allah”, its concept, philosophy and faith, Appendices 3, 4 and 5 to this book 
must be examined carefully. 
 

The Concept of Allah Was Always There: Dr Abdul Karim, in his 
article ‘Existence of the Creator’, observes: “The existence of a superpower is 
ingrained in human nature to Whom man turns when in trouble, like a child 
crying to the mother in a difficult situation. Even avowed disbelievers do the 
same.” 
 “And when an affliction befalls men, 
 they cry unto their Lord-Master-Owner-Sustainer (Allah), 
 turning to Him in repentance, then,  
 when He has made them taste of Mercy from Him, 
 lo! a section of them associates partners  

with their Lord-Master-Owner-Sustainer; 
 so as to be ungrateful for what We have given them, 
 So enjoy yourself awhile,  

but soon you will come to know.” 30-33 to 34 
 
 “Say: `Who is it that delivers you from the dark recesses  

 of land and sea, when you call upon Him,  
in humility and silent terror:  
‘If He only delivers us from these (dangers), 
 we shall truly show our gratitude.?”6-63  

  
 Beside the Bible and the Quran, now evidence is provided by 
archaeological sites, anthropological studies and some specific studies of 
ancient tribes, that the concept of One God always remained in human races 
on the planet. Not only that but the very concept of Allah has continued all 
along. Let us take an example of the Semetic region, which is the cradle of 
Semetic languages since Sumerians, Akhadians, Assyrians, Greek, 
Macedonians, Sassanians and up to the Arabs. A special word, in sound and 
style, had remained in vogue in Semetic languages for The Supreme Being, 
e.g.: 

Chaldean and Syriac : ‘Ilaahiaa’ 
Hebrew : ’Ilohaa’ 
Arabic : ‘Ilaah’.  

Even before that, history of religions and the Scripture provides 
evidence, right from Adam, about the continued existence of the concept of 
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One God, among human races on the Earth. Since old days, in continuity, 
the term ‘Allah’ was used in Arabic and in the Semetic family of languages in 
the region, with different pronunciations or accents or styles or derivatives of 
the root word, mentioned above, as a proper name for God. This special 
word , in sound and style – phonetically and philologically, was applied 
exclusively for The Supreme Being. It is this term (Ilaah) which came to be 
applied exclusively as Allah to the Highest Being. Karen Armstrong 
highlights the historic fact briefly that while pagans of Makkah believed in 
`Allah’, it was in the belief of `Rubuubiyah’ that the pagans of Makkah 
differed and practiced polytheism. “Muhammad (Peace be upon him) did 
not have to prove the existence of God to the Quraysh. They all believed 
implicitly in Al-laah, Who was the creator of heaven and earth, and most 
believed Him to be the God worshiped by Jews and Christians, His existence 
was taken for granted. As says to Muhammad (Peace be upon him) in an 
early surah of the Koran.”   

 
“And thus it is, if you ask them, 
`Who is it that has created the heavens and the earth, and  
made the sun and the moon subservient (to His laws) ?’ – 
They will surely answer, `Allah’”.(61) 
 
“And thus it is, If you ask them, 
`Who is it that sends down water from the skies, 
giving life thereby to the earth after it had been lifeless.? ’ 
They will surely answer, `Allah’ ” (63) 29-61 & 63  
 
Also see 23-84 to 88 
Karen goes on to observe: “The trouble was that the Quraysh were 

not thinking through the implications of this belief …They depended upon 
God for their food and sustenance and yet they regarded themselves as the 
center of the universe in an unrealistic presumption (Yatqaa) and self-
sufficiency (Istaqaa), (i.e. they denied the Rubuubiyah of Allah) that took no 
account of their responsibilities as members of a decent Arab society. 
Consequently the early verses of the Koran all encourage the Quraysh to 
become aware of God’s benevolence,  which they can see wherever they 
look (in His Rubuubiyah). They will then realize how many things they.. owe 
to Him, despite their new success and appreciate their utter dependence 
upon the Creator of the natural order.” 
 
 In Perspective: As the man, with the passage of time, slipped into 
ignorance, he lost contact with his own inner world. But since the belief in 
the existence of God is ingrained in the very nature of man, he continuously 
remained in `search', although wandering and wavering in the wonder-struck 
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world, within and outside his `self'. Theosophy, in general sense, all along has 
remained very interesting for man. At the same time, it was mainly in the 
field of Unity in the ‘Attributes’ of Only One God Alone that he could not 
understand and appreciate the truth even in the very obvious order and 
harmony in the universe. He was rather distracted by the apparent diversity 
in nature. But with the development of human intellect or  ‘progressive 
comprehension’, as we may put it, Revelation and Inspiration kept their 
pace repeating continually. He started reflecting into Theophany - Divine 
manifestations in physical phenomena. However, confusion created by mere 
conjecture and philosophy during different periods could not be completely 
cleared by theosophists and theologians. At many places they rather 
compounded it. Anyhow, now it seems that scientific enquiry and evidence 
in nature are determined to assist him progressively to unravel mysteries and 
see the Truth manifest: 

 "We (Allah) will show them Our Signs, 
 in the universe and in their own selves, 
 until it becomes manifest to them that this is the Truth." 41-53 
 
 "Let God arise,  
 Let His enemies (disbelievers) be scattered." ( Bible Psalms 68: 1-3 ) 

 
" It is He (Allah) Who shows you His Signs." 40-13  
 
Man always wondered about his own creation, and the nature around 

him. This always created curiosity about the Creator and the Providence, 
although simultaneously, he conceptualized different gods and demi-gods for 
different Attributes and  worshipped them. The Quran has amply clarified, at 
many places, and it is also clear from the literature of that time, that whenever 
the question came to the Creation the pagans of Makkah always admitted that 
Allah is the Creator. Same was the position, more or less, of other people. Dr 
Abdul Karim, in his article, ‘Existence of the Creator’, states: “There is a very 
heavy weight of historical evidence in favour of (acceptance of) Allah’s 
Existence.” Besides historical evidence provided by the prophethood from 
Adam (Peace be upon him) to Muhammad (Peace be upon him), secular and 
scientific history of creation, cosmos, earth, all creatures and man himself 
provide evidence of the Existence of the Creator (Allah).  

 
 Important Terminology and Translations: When the Quran was 
presented, the usage of the important words and terms, used therein, was 
already current in Arabic. But with the passage of time, interaction with 
other religions, when Islam came in contact with them, different 
philosophies and their terminology, and also due to difficulties of one word 
(word to word) translations in different languages, the words of basic 
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importance had to be explained and the equivalents had also to be used. But 
in many cases synonyms and similitudes have not been able to convey the 
totality of the Message in its entirety of perspective. With the advancement 
of science and knowledge, this needs further study and explanation in the 
true Quranic context. For example, look at some of the very important 
terms, given below, which need proper study and explanation of their 
meaning, usage, nuance, historical perspective and scientific truth: 

 Ilaah as synonymous with idols or gods, 
 Rabb as some one who provides for the worldly needs, 
 Ibaadah as set of rituals of worship, and 
 Deen as religion. 

 Karen Armstrong observes: “Western people find the Koran a 
difficult book, and this is largely a problem of translation. Arabic is particularly 
difficult to translate.. and this is doubly true of the Quran.. Muslims often say 
that when they read the Quran in a translation, they feel that they are 
reading a different book because nothing of the beauty of the Arabic has 
been conveyed.”  
 Above mentioned terms, in fact, in the Quranic context, have much 
deeper and far wider meaning and nuance. Consequently it became difficult 
to convey the real message of the Quran. Therefore, a humble effort has to 
be made to explain these terms at their relevant places. Here we restrict some 
explanations to the translation of the term Allah only. God, Deity, and such 
other terms are in fact not proper substitutes to the Name, Allah. A.M. 
Daryabadi, in ‘Tafsir-ul-Quran’ says: “The English word `God’, which is `the 
common Teutonic word for a personal object of religious worship….applied 
to all superhuman beings of heathen mythologies who exercise power over 
nature and man’(Ebr.X.p.460) and which primarily meant only, what is 
invoked’ and `what is worshipped by sacrifice’. (SOED.I.808) can hardly be 
even an approximate substitute for the word Allah". 
 M.M. Pickthall in the Translator’s Note says: “I have retained the 
word Allah throughout, because there is no corresponding word in English. 
The word Allah (the stress is on the last syllable) has neither feminine nor 
plural, and has never been applied to anything other than the unimaginable 
Supreme Being. I use the word ‘God’ only where the corresponding word 
‘Ilaah’ is found in the Arabic”. Ahmed Ali, in his ‘Translation of the Holy 
Quran’, explains:  “Allah is the Name of the Same Supreme Being Who is 
called in English God and Khudaa in Persian. He is The Same God, the 
Jews and Christians worship. “Our God and your God is One,” is said in the 
Quran to the people of the Book in 29-46. “Whatever Name you call Him 
by, (Allah or Rahmaan), All His Names are Beautiful.” (17-110) 
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The Term ‘Allah': After somewhat detailed discussions above, we 
now come to the stage where we may be able to study the very term `Allah’, 
with a better frame of mind and understanding. It must however, be stated 
that the explanation given below is, not enough at all.  
 For detailed lexicography, derivatives, usage and explanations of the 
term `Allah’, it is important to see appendices 3, 4 and 5 also. 

Scholars argue that the term `Allah' is itself derived from the root 
‘Laah’, an ejaculation expressive of wonder or helplessness. Some 
lexicographers trace it to the term ‘Walah’ which bears the same significance. 
Hence the term Allah was applied as the Proper Name for the Creator of all 
creation-worlds, Whom one can not fully comprehend and express except 
that he wonders and gets awed with all humility in His Highest Honour and 
Wonders. Ali (May Allah be pleased with him) said that the more you reflect 
upon the Most Beautiful Best Attributes of Allah, the more you get perplexed. 
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) has asked to reflect into the Blessings of 
Allah and not His Essence. It is aptly observed that the more one knows about 
Allah, the more one knows about his own ignorance. Scholars and Philosophers 
admit we know this much that we know nothing. The prayer of a gnostic has, 
therefore, always been: `O God! Increase me in my wonder over what You are’. 
The prayer of the suppliant, whom the Quran leads on the Right Path unto 
Allah, is “Rabbi Zidnii Ilmaa”: (My Lord-Master-Sustainer-Owner! increase 
me in knowledge).  
 Allah has Himself done a great favour to introduce Himself to man. 
From different concepts prevailing in the world about God, it has been seen 
that man himself was not able to find and understand the Truth. As we have 
seen in earlier notes also, that man failed to know and fully comprehend 
Allah. He (Allah) also introduced Himself, in a clear and compact Surah 
112, to mankind, in response to the queries of the pagans of Makkah about 
His Being:  

 "Say: He is Allah The One, Allah The Eternal Absolute, 
(The Uncaused Cause of all being- 
the Reality beyond time and history) 
He begets not, Nor is He begotten; 
And there is none like unto Him". Surah 112 
(Not only that there is nothing like Him, but nothing could be in the 
likeness of Him that can be imagined.) 

  The Introduction to The Truth by Allah Himself, i.e. Surah 112, 
exclusively, needs separate volumes. 
  
 Perplexion and Fear Clarified: Man always got perplexed and 
awed at the manifestation of High Exalted Glorified Attributes and even 
became afraid and terrified due to his own guilty conscience, as we have 
seen in the explanation of the Name `Jehovah' with reference to Judaism, 
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discussed earlier. However, `fearing’ Allah out of His Awe, Greatness, 
Benevolence and Favours is different from being afraid and terrified in the 
sense as did Jews. Even Prophets (Peace be upon them) were wonder-
struck and felt `fear’, e.g., when Moses (Peace be upon him) was first 
addressed by God. Since man has been, psychologically, physically and 
naturally, created `weak', Allah has made affairs pertaining to Him and His 
Diin easy for the mortal. 
 
 "Allah does wish to make it easy for you,  
 and man was created weak." 4-28  
  
 Allah calls to come back pleasing and pleased, and not afraid. In this 
connection see verse 89-28, as already discussed. 
  
 Usage of the Term `Allah' in Arabic: Allah is not a common noun 
meaning a god or deity or any divine being. No dual or plural can be derived 
from it. The word itself includes All Attributes of Perfection and Beauty in 
their Infinitude and denotes none but the One and Unique God, The Ever 
All-Supreme-Perfect-Tender-Mighty-Most High Exalted-Gracious-Benign-
Compassionate. The English translation `God', is not the equivalent presentation. 
Therefore, due to difficulties of common usage, wherever it occurs in English texts, it 
should be understood in the same meaning and perspective of the term `Allah in 
Arabic - not simply Arabic language but in the proper perspective of the usage in 
the Arabic linguistics of the Quran. 

The term “Allah” was used in Arabic as a Proper Name for God. It 
was never used in the sense of an Attribute. Numerous Attributes were 
termed separately. Allah is the Name of Essence of The Only One Alone 
Creator-Owner-Lord-Master-Sustainer-Cherisher-Nurturer-Providence, Who 
has none else as His partner or associate or in likeness unto Him in any of 
the exclusive and special sense of His Name and Attributes. Allah is the 
Greatest Name as described in the Quran by Most Beautiful Best Attributes 
disclosed by Allah Himself: 

"He is Allah, beside Whom there is no god except He, 
The Ever-All Knower of the unseen-hidden and the seen. 
He is The Ever All-Gracious, The Ever All-Merciful" (22) 
 
"He is Allah beside Whom, there is no god except He, 
The King, The Holy, The One free from all defects,  
The Giver of security, The Watcher over His creatures,  
The Almighty, The Compeller, The Supreme.  
Glory is to Allah! (High Exalted is He) above all 
 that they associate as partners to Him" (23) 
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"He is Allah, The Ever All-Creator,  
The Ever All-Inventor of all things ,  
The Ever All-Bestower of forms. 
To Him belong The Most Beautiful Best Names. 
All that is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him. 
And He is the Ever All-Mighty, The Ever All-Wise."(24)                                  

( 59 - 22 to 24 ). 
 
"And The Most Beautiful Best Names belong to Allah, 
So call on Him by them, 
And leave the company of those, who belie or deny His Names. 
They will be requited for what they used to do." 7-180 
 
"Say: `Invoke Allah or The Ever All-Gracious (Allah), 
By whatever Name you invoke Him, 
For, to Him belong The Most Beautiful Best Names."  
                                17-110 
"And say: `All the thankful praises are to Allah, 
Who has not begotten any son , 
And Who has no partner in Dominion-Sovereignty, 
Nor He is low to have a helper-supporter-protector. 
And magnify Him with All High Most Great Magnificence." 17-111 
 
"Allah! There is no god, except He, 
The Ever Living, The Ever All- Sustainer-Protector of all that exists, 
Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him." 2-255  
 

 Considerations Forming Basis for the Belief: If we reflect upon 
different aspects of meaning and nuance of the term ‘Allah’ (also see 
appendices 3, 4, & 5), which form basis of the belief, we can gain necessary 
idea of how the verb came to mean the act of worship and the noun to denote the 
object of worship. There are some basic considerations to bear in mind in this 
connection: (i) The most important of the factors which arouses feelings of 
adoration for someone or something is a person’s own state of being in 
distress or need. He may worship someone when he considers `that being or 
body' to be in a position to remove his distress, to provide for his needs, give 
him shelter, protect him in time of danger, and soothe his troubled heart and 
feelings. (ii) The above belief places that being or body in a position of 
superiority of status, power and strength. (iii) There are physical things in 
existence and phenomena in function and formation, surrounded by mystery 
and myth, that are attributed to that being or body. (iv) This is bound to 
create sense of mystery and perplexity. (v) The aura, awe and adoration over 
whelm all process of thought and action. (vi) It is only natural, then, to turn 
eagerly to that body as a matter of course and conviction. From above it 
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concludes that the connotations of the word "Ilaah” include: (a) ability of 
that body or being to `know', (b) capability to be `responsive' (c) capacities to 
fulfill the needs of others, (d) consideration and care to give them shelter and 
protection, (e) love and affection to provide relief in distress, (f) soothe feelings 
and minds in agitation; with superiority, full authority and power to do all these 
and other things, in a perplexingly mysterious way, being hidden from eyes. All 
these create natural feelings of awe and adoration. Worship, then, is the human 
behavioral response to the inner and outer stimulations and impressions 
influencing his thinking, feelings and functions. Therefore, turning of creatures 
eagerly to Him, is but natural.. 
  
 Knowledge of the Unity in the Attributes: Abu Hurayrah said that 
the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said: 

 “Allah has ninety-nine Names (of Attributes), one hundred minus 
one, whoever counts (and preserves ) them, will enter Paradise”. 

 
It may, however, be clarified that the objective is not the blind 

commitment of the Names and the Most Beautiful Best Attributes to 
memory without understanding and reflection. But it is the understanding, 
appreciation and faith in them as these reflect different aspects of the Same 
Unity - Allah. The whole idea is: Allah is the Only One Alone Who Himself 
possesses all The Most Beautiful Best Attributes without any association or 
partnership. There was, is, will be or can be naught, nothing, none else like 
unto Him in Essence and Attribute in any manner, whatsoever. 

Abdul Wadud is of the view that Allah can be known through  
manifestations of His Attributes in scientific phenomena. "The Holy Quran 
uses the word `Ulemaa' (learned men) for scientists (35-28). Thus to know the 
creation (through the Attributes) of Allah is to know Allah. The more we 
explore nature (reflective of His Attributes), the more we get firm in our 
belief in the Creator."  

"Lord-Master-Sustainer (Allah) of the heavens and the earth , and  
all that is between them,  
so worship Him (Alone) and be constant and patient in His worship.  
Do you know of any who is worthy of the same name as He? (19-65) 

 
 The Unique Name: The word Allah occurs in the Quran more 
than 3000 times. The Quran itself clarifies meaning by usage and context at 
different places and occurrence. “Allah” is the Greatest and Most 
Comprehensive Divine Name in its vastness of meaning - `The Name' of 
The Ultimate Reality, Who comprehends in Himself all The Most 
Beautiful Best Attributes of Perfection. Allah is the Name of the Only One 
Alone - Who aught to be and should be worshiped, as Only He can make 
everything worship Him, - as due to Him. Therefore, this Name can not be 
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given to anyone except Allah. Thus, Allah is the Name of The Ever All-
Great Almighty as High Exalted, in the Quran, by His Most Beautiful Best 
Attributes of Greatness, disclosed by Allah Himself, e.g. in verses  59- 22 to 
24, 7-180, and 17-110 & 111. The perception of Uniqueness of Allah is the 
basis of the morality of the Quran. 

 
The All-Comprehensive Unity: When we think of Allah, it 

comprehends the Name of Oneness (Tauheed) possessing all the Most 
Beautiful Best Attributes as given in the Quran. The Quran rejected the 
doctrine of division of work and distributive approach of polytheists raising 
different gods for different functions, regions and hierarchy. The whole 
concept is that Allah is The Only One Alone Originator, Organizer and 
Disposer of all affairs and matters, e.g., 18-109, 24-35. It is very important to 
note that each Attribute of Perfection does not represent any separate 
department of function. All these Attributes are inseparably overlapping in 
continuum, as Oneness of each other, in Unity and Unison (Tauheed). All 
His Qualities are covered by His Greatness, Mercy and Benevolence. In the 
‘Tarjumanul QURAN’, A.K.Azad explains this point in these words: “…in 
the search for gnosis, the human mind is to take note  of, in succession, the 
three Great Attributes of God which the Surat-ul-Faatihah concentrates 
upon – Rubuubiyat, Rahmat, and Adaalat. A study of them as manifested in 
the life or working of the universe will disclose that one attribute gives rise to 
the other in progressive order of things, affording thus to every seeker of 
truth ample scope for reflection.”   

‘Tauheed’ means believing and declaring Allah as the Only One Allah 
Alone. The fundamentals of ‘Tauheed’ are discussed below. The whole belief 
of "Tauheed" versus "Shirk" is based on this central theme. They are all 
included in the basic formulation of the faith, i.e., ‘Laailaaha Illalaah’ (none 
has the right to be worshipped but Only One Allah Alone. Oneness of the 
Lordship of Allah in all universes and all  creations commands convergence 
of oneness of all worship: none else has the right to be worshipped, none else 
aught to be worshipped, and none else has the power to compel to worship, 
in any form; whether liturgical, material, sacrificial, verbal etc. Furthermore, 
to Him Alone belongs all sincerely pure ‘Ibaadah’ (worship, obedience) 
according to the ‘Diin’ (Way) ordained by Him. On the negative side, it 
involves negation of all sorts, suppositions and superstitions of partnership, 
association, portion, consorting, giving or getting birth, likeness, etc, in any 
manner, in any space or time frame: all are excluded as prohibited by Allah 
and as explained in the Quran.  On the positive side it is the Oneness in the 
Name, Essence, Attributes, and Qualities. The belief in God has to be in all 
these, as disclosed by God Himself, about Himself, as given in the Quran, 
without any ‘Tashbiih’ (resembling), or ‘Ta-wiil’ (describing) or ‘Ta-tiil’ 
(ignoring or rejecting). 
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‘Laa Ilaaha Illal-Laah’ is known as ‘Nafii wal Isbaat'. ‘Laa Ilaah’ 
(There is no deity) is known as `Nafii’, - that which is rejected, and ‘Illal-
Laah’ (but Allah) is known as ‘Isbaat’ - that which is established. The faith in 
"Illal-Laah" includes the belief in the Existence, Unity, Ever All Absolute 
Power with all The Most Beautiful Best Attributes of The Eternal Being 
Alone Worthy of worship-obedience.  

Dr Iqbal explains the principle of `Tauheed'’ in ‘Reconstruction of 
Religious Thought in Islam’: "Islam, as a polity, is only a practical means of 
making this principle a living factor in the intellectual and emotional life of 
mankind . It demands loyalty to God, not to thrones. And since God is the 
ultimate spiritual basis of all life, as conceived by Islam, it is eternal and 
reveals itself in variety and change. A society based on such a conception of 
reality must reconcile, in its life, the categories of permanence and change. It 
must possess principles to regulate its collective life. For, the eternal gives us 
a foothold in the world of perpetual change." 
 
 Different Concepts about Transcendentalism and Nullification: 
In this connection let us have a very brief look at following, in order to 
clarify certain terms, as a word of caution, because these usually come under 
discussion and create confusion. 
 Transcendentalism: Transcendentalism is the philosophy of the 
Transcendental or Transcendent. Transcendent is the surpassing excellence 
beyond and outside the range or grasp of human experience, reason, powers 
of description etc. It can not be discovered or understood by practical 
experience - a doctrine that knowledge may be obtained by mental processes 
apart from experience, specially of the Supreme Being, existing apart from 
and not subject to the limitations of the material universe. Those who believe in 
a Transcendental Creator- a Being that is Real but beyond sensory perception and 
human comprehension, also believe in His Revelation. The `Atheists' reject it 
outright. 
 Nullification:  It is rejecting or denying or invalidating the real 
existence of the figurative descriptions of the essence or the person of the 
Reality. 
 Gnosticism: Gnosis is the knowledge of spiritual mysteries. 
Therefore, gnosticism is the belief in the esoteric occult or mystical 
knowledge. It is a doctrine that knowledge (in Greek gnosis) is the way to 
salvation, specially for human beings. Human spirits are considered as 
particles of light fallen from upper world which have been trapped into 
prison-houses of flesh. Those who are worthy receive the knowledge from a 
redeemer-revealer. They believe that the material world is evil and the 
spiritual world is good. This created the belief that there were two different 
creators! There are claimed, almost as many systems of redemption as there 
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are teachers. Therefore, it is necessary to clarify its position in the context of 
the Quran. 
 ‘A Dictionary of Islam’, edited by Thomas Patrick Hughes, makes 
following comments in this regard: "Gnosticism had disappeared from Egypt 
before the sixth century, and there is no reason for supporting that it had at 
any time gained footing in Arabia. Besides, there is no affinity between the 
`supernaturalism' of the gnostics… and the rationalism of the Coran. According 
to the former the Deity must be removed far from the gross contact of evil 
matter." The `agnostics' however consider all non-material and meta-
physical phenomena as un-knowable and unbelievable.  
 Mysticism: It has been discussed in detail in the Part pertaining to 
'The Phrase- Bismillaah", under the sub-title ’BISM’..  
 Knowledge of the Unseen: The Quran refers to `Ghayb’ (unseen-
hidden), at many places. ‘Almuajammul Mufaharris’, by Muhammad Fawad 
Abdul Baqi, lists these references at pages 633-634. Vastness and wonders of 
unseen-hidden are perplexingly flabbergasting and beyond total 
comprehension and imagination! All human observation and explanations 
catch no more than a ray from a glimpse of the Infinite Goodness! Study 
some of the verses, e.g.: 3 –179, 6 – 50, 6 – 59, 7 – 187 to 188, 10 – 20, 11 – 
31,  11 – 123, 16 – 77, 27 – 65, 34 – 3, 72 – 26 to 27. 
 Karen Armstrong, in ‘A History God’, (p.177), has given following 
interpretation of the parable pertaining to the knowledge of the 
Transcendent: “The particle  `ka’ ( in the verse 24 of Surah An-Nuur, i.e. No. 
24 - 35) is a reminder of the essentially symbolic nature of the Koranic 
discourse about God. An-Nuur, the Light, is not God Himself, therefore, but 
refers to the enlightenment which He bestows on a particular revelation (the 
lamp) which shines in the heart of an individual (the niche). The light itself 
can not be identified wholly with anyone of its bearers but is common to 
them all. As Muslim commentators pointed out from the very earliest days, 
light is a particularly good symbol for the Divine Reality, which transcends 
time and space.. It is neither of the East nor the West..” 
 Bhaktivedanta Swami, in his notes to `Bhagavad-Gita As It Is’, (pp. 
127-172, 305-350) comments in following words: “Transcendental 
Knowledge – the spiritual knowledge of the soul, of God, and other 
relationship – is both purifying and liberating… The soul is eternally related 
to Him through transcendental devotional service (bhakti). By reviving one’s 
pure devotion one returns to Krishna in the spiritual realm”. 
 
 Transcendentalism and Attributes of God: Against any functional 
division, their dispersal into different deities, and also against any 
presentation by iconization or image-creation, the Quran presents all the 
Attributes of God in His Unity as His personal, singly and collectively, as 
the means of manifestation of His Oneness. There is no attribute of God 
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which is not perfectly beautiful and that all of them, singly and collectively, 
present Excellence in beauty and perfection. There is no need of image 
formation. It is neither esoteric, nor occult. Human intellect has sufficient 
capacity to understand the manifestations of the Transcendental in intellectual 
and scientific terms. The Quran explains each Attribute and Quality 
manifesting itself, in the naturally occurring phenomena, in such a manner 
that we not only get better vision and understanding of the Transcendental but 
can also negate (Ta'tiil) and reject any form of anthropomorphic 
representation. It projects every and all Attributes of Allah without ‘Tashbiih’ 
or ‘Ta'wiil’, sometimes even by using similitudes, e.g.: 
 "Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth." 24-35 
  

Intellect of man is bound by his senses in an environment in the 
physical universe of dimensions. The mind is primarily attracted by 
attributive aspects rather than the inward reality or ingrained nature. 
Whenever he visualizes any unseen or unfelt thing, he invariably conjures up 
dimensions for that, of which he is aware in his own mundane life. It is to 
save man from this situation that revelation was made from time to time. 
The belief in the existence of God is ingrained in the very nature of man, but 
in respect the Attributes “progressive comprehension” and better understanding 
always remained in process, through revelation and advancement of 
knowledge.  
 A Vendantist thinks that communion with Reality is infinitely 
higher than image worship. But still, at the same time, he draws it into image 
and sculpture, as the first stage in the quest for God - although it is a total 
falsification. Furthermore, according to Vedantic concept of Maya, the world, 
is an illusion. The Hindus assigned different grades of thought to different 
classes of society, and Judeo-Christianity excised the Apocrypha from the 
Bible. The Quran makes no such discriminations and excisions. The Quran 
explains the Truth behind the `Existence, held by `Haqq' (Laws of Allah). 
The Quran assists in intellectual development of man progressively. It also 
corrects misconceptions due to myopic vision and other physical limitations 
of the mortal man. In explaining the Attributes of God to the people of the 
time, a method suited, in each case to their intellectual development, was 
applied. This was the reason that revelations of the Scripture were made 
from time to time. In the case of the Quran also, the process of the 
Revelation continued for about 23 years. 
  The Quran makes figurative expressions which define the concept 
within possible limits of vision in the physical frame and the make up of 
mind. At the same time it is full of aesthetics setting new and unmatchable 
standards of rhyme, melody, beauty, literature, articulation and expression 
of the Faith, e.g.: 

 "Nay, both His (Allah's) Hands are widely outstretched. 
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 He spends as He wills."5-64 
 
 "All the bounty is in the Hand of Allah." 3-73 
 
 "There is nothing like unto Him (Allah), 

 And He is The Ever All-Hearer, The Ever All-Seer." 42-11 
  
 "The Hand of Allah is over their hands." 48-10 
  
 "Allah! There is no god except He (Alone), 
 The Ever Living, The Ever All-Sustainer-Protector (of all that exists). 
 Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him 
 To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens, 
 and whatever is in the earth . 
 Who he is that can intercede with Him,  
 except with His Permission? 
 He knows what happens to them in this world, 
 And what will happen to them in the Here-after. 
 And they will never compass anything of His Knowledge,  
 except that which He wills. 
 His `Kursi' extends over the heavens and the earth, 
 And has no fatigue in guarding and preserving them. 
 And He is The Most High, The Most Great ." 
  
 The above verse 2-255 is called `Aayatul Kursii’. Besides above 
translation, Dr M.M.Khan and Dr Al-Hilali have added following foot note: 
"`Kursi: Literally a footstool or chair, and sometimes wrongly translated as 
Throne. the Kursi mentioned in this Verse should be distinguished from the 
`Arsh' (Throne) mentioned in Verses 7-58, 10-3, 85-15 and elsewhere. 
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) said: `The Kursi compared to the 
Arsh is nothing but like a ring thrown out upon open space of the desert'. If 
the Kursii extends over the entire universe, then how much greater is the 
Arsh?. Indeed Allah, the Creator of both the Kursii and the Arsh, is the Most 
Great.  
 “Ibn Taimiyah (may Allah be pleased with him) said: (a) to believe 
in the Kursii, (b) to believe in the Arsh (Throne). 
 "Narrated Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him): `Allah's 
Messenger (Peace be upon him) said:  
 `On the Day of Resurrection , Allah will grasp the whole (planet of) 
earth (by His Hand) , and shall roll up the heaven with His Right Hand, and 
say, `I am The King. Where are the kings of the earth?" (Sahiih Al-Bukhari, 
Vol. 9, Hadith No. 479) 
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 "The Qualities of Allah (Sifaatullaah): All that has been revealed in 
Allah's Book (the Quran) as regards the Qualities (Sifaat) of Allah Almighty, 
The Most High, like His Face, Eyes, Hands, Shins..(Legs), His Coming, His 
`Istawaa' (Rising over His Throne) and others, or all that Allah's Messenger 
(Peace be upon him) qualified Him in the true authentic Prophet's `Ahaadiith' 
(narrations) as regards His Qualities like (Nuzuul), His Descent or His 
laughing and others, the religious scholars of the Quran and the `Sunnah' 
believe in these Qualities of Allah and they confirm that these are really His 
Qualities, without `Ta-wiil' (interpreting their meanings into different things) 
or `Tashbiih' (giving resemblance or similarity to any of the creatures) or Ta-
tiil' ( i.e. completely ignoring or denying them i.e. there is no Face, or Eyes, 
or Hands, or Shins, for Allah). These Qualities befit or suit only for Allah 
Alone, and He does not resemble any of (His) creatures. As Allah's 
Statement (in the Quran):  

"There is nothing like unto Him (Allah), 
and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer". 42-11 

 
"There is none comparable unto Him (Allah)". 112-4 

(Dr M.M.Khan & Dr Al-Hilali, Translation-The Noble Quran, p.64, 
87-88 and 791) 
 
In Verse 42-11 and as at many other places, it has been very 

categorically explained that there is nothing like unto Him. The Qualities of 
Seeing, Hearing etc are not comparable as there was none, there isn’t any, 
there will be nothing and there can be naught in likeness or comparison unto 
Him, even in imagination or in any manner. A.K. Azad in ‘Tarjumanul 
Quran’, (p.127, Vol-I) has explained the Quranic presentation in contrast to 
the human notions incorporated in the Old Testament. "From the standpoint 
of anthropomorphism versus transcendentalism, the Quranic concept of the 
Transcendental assumes a state of perfection.. not reached before.. 
Previously no concept could invest God with divine attributes other than the 
human. Even the Judaic concept was not free from the taint and limitation 
of the similitudes, e.g.: “the wrestling of God with Jacob, His appearance on 
Mount Sinai in the form of a flame, Moses seeing the backparts of God, the 
God of Moses doing a thing in recklessness and repenting thereafter, His 
treatment of Israel as His favourite wife and His lament over her 
unfaithfulness, His feeling of pain in His intestines and the production of a 
hole in his heart, and so forth are the portraits of God presented by the Old 
Testament. In the Old Testament very fine attributes are mentioned for God 
along with some qualities and passions which are obviously human.. The 
exaggeration in expression and tendency of developing similitudes raised 
Christ to the position of son.” 
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 Different Interpretations of `Being’ and `Reality’:  Let us examine 
some of the important terminology and different concepts, defined within 
man’s own limitations of understanding, in this regard, very briefly and then 
see the style of presentation of the Quran. Let reason take stand . 
  `Being': From different stems, it means: stays, remains, lingers, 
grows, becomes, occurs, be. 
 `Reality': It is one of the most misty terms which could be defined 
by different philosophies of the East and the West. Its brief definitions range 
from `knowledge of self' (Indian) to `social relationships' (Chinese) to `phenomenal 
relationships' (Japanese) to `spiritual-magical-sexual activities' (Tibetan). More 
interpretations are also available, e.g.: 
 Vedantic Theory: The Ultimate Reality is known and realized within 
us as the `Self' (Aatman). 
  Indian: The Vedic tradition also refers to several other theories, 
listed in the `Svetasvatara-Upanishad that Reality was explained in terms of 
`Time' (Kaala), `The Nature' of things (Sva-bhava), `Fate' (Niyati), `Chance' 
(Yadrccha), `Elements' (Bhutaani), `Womb' (Yoni), or `person' (Pursua). 
  Chinese: `Budhism, whose introduction into China presented a 
strong challenge to Confucianism, denied both `being' and `non-being'. To `be', 
something has to be produced. To be produced, something either has to 
come from something else or from itself. To `be' means self-nature. But 
everything is composite, and has no `nature'. Thus, being is an illusion. As also 
is non-being. 
 Taoism, instead of denying being and non-being, reduced everything to 
non-being. 
 Neo-Confucianism did not deny being or non-being, but affirmed them 
both as essential to change. The system was stated in these terms: In the 
system of change there is the Great Ultimate (Tai-Chi). It generates the Two 
Modes (Yin and Yang). The two Modes generate the Four Forms (major and 
minor Yin and Yang). The Four Forms generate the Eight Trigrams. The 
Eight Trigrams determine good and evil fortunes . All good and evil fortunes 
produce the great business (of life).  
 Japanese: Hajime Nakamura remarks that the Japanese are willing 
to accept the phenomenal world as Absolute because they emphasize 
intuitive sensible concrete events, rather than universals. The image is on the 
fluid character of events, rather than solid masses. The phenomenal is the 
real. 
 (In regions of Budhist influence, there are as many concepts as the 
versions of Budhism, as is the case with many other religions.) 
 Tibetan: Noted for miraculous events, Tibetans do not attribute 
them to supernatural agents.. So called wonders are as natural as common 
everyday events. (p. 14-16, Dictionary of Asian Philosophies, St Elmo Nauman Jr)  
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 But when we turn to the presentation of the Quran, we find explicit 
argument rejecting all conjecture. Simultaneously it appeals to reason, and 
to understand. It provides clarifications and explanations to all what an 
inquisitive mind wants to explore, e.g.: 
  
 "The Creator (Allah) of the heavens and the earth. 
 He made for you mates from yourselves, and the cattle mates. 
 By this means, He creates you. 
 There is nothing like Him. 

 And He is The Ever All-Hearer, The Ever All-Seer "  42-11 
  
 "No vision can grasp Him (Allah); but He grasps all vision. 

 He is The Ever All-Subtle-Courteous, Ever All-Acquainted." 6-103 
  
 Also see 112- 1 to 4. 
  

"It is not to any mortal that Allah should speak to him direct"42-51 
  
 The difference becomes strikingly manifest when we compare 
similar statements in the Scripture, e.g.: compare Exodus-20-23, Numbers 12-5 
to 8 with the statements on the subject through out the Quran. 
  
 Nullification: At the same time the Quran negates metamorphism 
and makes it clear that nothing can be compared to God. 
  
 "So put not forward similitudes for Allah. 
 Truly, Allah knows and you know not." 16-74 

 
The Supreme Being is not detectable with our senses. Furthermore 

finite mortal can not grasp the Infinite Maker. Yet He is Manifest in His Making. 
Descartes said: "I am because I think ". But it may be more appropriate to 
say that I am, and I think, because He (Allah ) made me and makes me 
think. 

 “And that surely He (Allah) is the One, 
Who makes you laugh and cry : 53-43 
 
“My being proclaims the Greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit finds joy in God, my Savior.” Luke, 1-46 & 47 
 
Difference between Transcendentalism and Nullification: 

Transcendentalism and Nullification. (Ta"tiil) are obviously different. 
`Nullification' is the non-attributive approach. It is completely negative in 
character. Therefore, `Nullification' is negation of every attribute that might 
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be conceived by the human mind in its application to God, resulting in 
vacousness. On the other hand, `Transcendentalism' divests human mind of 
all human touch in its approach to divine concept of attributes. 
 On analysis we find that the process of affirmation of attributes 
leads to anthropomorphism. The process of negation leads to total 
nullification. The process of personification or similitude is limited by 
experience and vision. It completely distorts and denies us the perception of 
Reality. A.K.Azad, in `Tarjumaanul Quran’ (p.129), explains the point, thus: 
“If no room is left for the mind to visualize any attributes for God, simply 
because every attribute suggested will have some resemblance to some 
human attribute, transcendentalism will lead to a denial of God, for we can 
dissociate the concept of `not-being’ from that of `being’, if we have to 
depend entirely on the negation of attributes in our approach to God." 
 Theologians use an expression ‘Zaahirul – Mumkinaat’; for the 
manifestations in the Proofs and Signs of God's Existence, Power and 
Attributes as exhibited in nature. In remarkable distinction to all these 
concepts, the Quran has chosen the approach based on reason and fact. 
Fakhruddin Razi says: “The best method and the nearest to reality was the 
method provided by the Quran. In respect of the affirmation of attributes 
recite:  “Beneficent God is seated on the throne of heaven”, and in the negation of 
similitudes, recite: “Naught there is like unto Him”. In other words , do not lose 
touch with either ‘affirmation’ or ‘Negation’..” Also see 6-103. 
 The beauty of Reality Itself has not put on any veil over it. It is the 
physical eye which has limitations in its construction that it can not behold 
it, beyond the mundane, e.g.: 

“Then why do you not (intervene), when (the soul of a dying 
person)  

reaches the throat”. (83) 
“And you at the moment are looking on.” (84) 
 “But We (Allah) are nearer to him than you, 
 but you see not.” (85) 56-83 to 85 
  
(It will be said:) “You were heedless of this.  
 Now We (Allah) have removed your veil, and  
 sharp is your sight This Day.” 50-22. 
 
The human eye has no capability and capacity to comprehend or 

grasp the glimpse of the Creator-Spreader of Light – Allah. 
  

“Sights comprehend Him(Allah) not, but 
He comprehends all sights.” 6-103 
 
 Human eye has a limited range, vision and decyphering capability 

due to its physical design. It is an `apparatus' or `scope' of vision for physical 
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things in the three dimensional world. This physical organ has no reach in 
the meta-physical realm. It is not only in divine, or meta-physical sense, but 
in the physical world of light and visibility also; there  are many types of rays 
(e.g. infra red, ultra violet, X-rays etc.) which can not be seen by the naked 
human eye. The objects which can reflect or absorb them may not be visible 
without the assistance of the requisite analytical and interpretative devices, 
tools and the appropriate mechanism. Colour blindness and phenomenon of 
night vision in some animals and disabilities of night blindness are also some 
of the examples to explain the point that there are in-built limitations of ` 
scope' of the human eye in the physical sense. And, due to impairments and 
deficiencies there can be many more. 
 It is not possible for the created being, in the finite dimensions of 
his creation, within the limited space-time and matter, to comprehend fully 
the Infinite, outside the scope of his faculties, physical frame of his reference 
and reach of his reflection. In terms of any geometrical or mathematical 
logic, a finite or sub-set can not contain the universal set. Scope of vision is 
bound by finite coordinates. The Infinite can not be projected on the finite 
canvas of human retina.  

“When Moses came to the place appointed by Us (Allah),  
and his Lord addressed him.  
He said: ‘O my Lord! Show Yourself to me, that  
I may look upon You.’  
Allah said: ‘By no means can you see Me; but  
look upon the mount,  
if it abide in its place, then shall you see Me.’  
When His Lord manifested His Glory on the Mount,  
He made it as dust, and Moses fell down in a swoon.  
When he recovered his senses, he said:  
‘You are Glorified! To You I turn in repentance, and  
I am the first to believe.” 7-143  

 
 Dr Chopra says: "The immune cells have a reason for each 
receptor; they use them to think, act, perceive, and respond in precise ways. 
A person uses the same two eyes to view the whole world; a cell, however, 
has a different eye for each thing it needs to see." Can a cell see the world as 
much as two human eyes can? Similar are the limitations of the tiny `body' 
in the whole cosmos which again is a very tiny reference in the Megaverse! 
 
 Arguments for the Existence of God: The Philosophy of Religion 
mainly based on Western thought and research has come to agree that 
generally following are the arguments for the existence of God which are 
manifest in the praiseworthy perfect nature of cosmos and management of 
whole system: 
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 Ontology: The concept of God as `Perfect' entails that He be regarded 
as existing or existing necessarily - otherwise He would not be Perfect. (Refer 
Anselm, R. Descartes, Hartshorne and others. This view is also discussed by 
`Process Theology') 
 Teleology: The evidence of design and purpose in the universe point 
to its Intelligent Creator. “There can not be a design without a designer, 
contrivance without a contriver, order without choice, arrangement without 
anything capable of arranging.” (Refer William Paley) 
 Cosmology: The contingent and causal nature of reality requires that 
it must have a necessary ground , a `first cause', identified as God. (Refer 
Aquinas. This view is also discussed by `Thomism.') 
 Morality: Moral obligation is only adequately understood when it 
refers to God as the source or justification of the moral sense. (Refer Kant 
and H.Rashdall) 
 Experiential Argument: God's Reality is so evident that on reflection it 
cannot justifiably be doubted. (Refer A.E.Taylor and John Baillie). 
  

The Quran Tells The Truth  
"Glorified is The Lord-Master-Sustainer (Allah) 
of the heavens and the earth, 
The Lord-Master-Sustainer of The Throne! 
Exalted is He from all that they ascribe." 43-82 
  
"Is then He (Allah), Who creates as one who creates not? 
Will you not then remember?" (17) 
"And if you would count the favours of Allah, 
never could you be able to count them, 
Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Ever All-Merciful" (18) 
"And Allah knows what you conceal and what you reveal" (19) 
"Those whom they invoke besides Allah, have not created anything, 
but are themselves created" (20) 16- 17 to 20  
   
"O mankind ! Remember The Grace of Allah upon you!  
Is there any creator other than Allah, 
who provides for you from the sky and the earth? 
There is no god save He, How then are you turning away?" 35-3 
   
"And He is Allah: There is no god but He, 
All thankful praises are to Him in the first and in the last, 
and for Him is the Decision, and to Him shall you be returned." (70) 
"Say : `Tell me! If Allah made the night continuous for you  
till the Day of Resurrection, 
which god besides Allah could bring you light?  
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Will you not then hear?" (71) 
"Say : `Tell me! If Allah made the day continuous for you  
till the Day of Resurrection, 
which god besides Allah could bring you night wherein you rest?  
Will you not then see?" (72) 28-70 & 72 
  
"Is not He (Allah) Who created the heavens and the earth, 
and sends down for you water from the sky,  
whereby We (Allah) cause to grow  
wonderful gardens full of beauty and delight? 
It is not in your ability to cause the growth of their trees. 
Is there any god with Allah? 
Nay, but they are a people who ascribe equals!" (60) 
Is not He (Allah) Who has made the earth as a fixed abode, 
And has placed rivers in its midst, 
And has placed firm mountains therein, 
And has set a barrier between the two seas? 
Is there any god with Allah? 
Nay, but most of them know not!" (61) 
Is not He (Allah) Who responds to the distressed one, 
when he calls on Him, and Who removes the evil, 
and makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after generations? 
Is there any god with Allah? 
Little is that you remember! (62) 
"Is not He (Allah),  
Who guides you in the darkness of the land and the sea, and 
Who sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings,  
going before His Mercy?  
Is there any god with Allah ?  
High Exalted is Allah above all that they associate as partners!" (63) 
"Is not He (Allah) Who originates creation,  
and shall thereafter repeat it, 
and Who provides for you, from the heaven and the earth? 
Is there any god with Allah?  
Say: `Bring forth your proofs, if you are truthful."(64) 
"Say: `None in the heavens and the earth  
knows the unseen-hidden except Allah, 
Nor can they perceive when they shall be resurrected."(65) 
                              (27-60 to 65) 
  
"He (Allah) to Whom belongs the dominion  
of the heavens and the earth, 
and Who has begotten no son, 
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and for Whom there is no partner in the dominion. 
He has created everything, and has measured it exactly  
according to its due measurement" (2) 
"Yet they have taken besides Him other gods, 
who created nothing but are themselves created,, 
and possess neither hurt nor benefit for themselves, 
and possess no power (of ) death, nor (of) life,  
nor (of) raising the dead (3) 25- 2 & 3  
  
"He (Allah) is the Originator of the heavens and the earth, 
How can He have children when He has no wife? 
He created all things and  
He is The Ever All-Knower of everything." (101) 
"Such is Allah, your Lord-Master-Sustainer! 
There is no god save He, The Creator of all things, 
So worship Him (Alone), 
And He is The Trustee-Guardian over all things". (102) 6-101& 102 
  
"Say : I seek refuge with (Allah)  
The Lord-Master-Sustainer of mankind, (1) 
 King of mankind (2) 
 God of mankind" (3) 114-1 to 3 
   
"You will not find any fault  
in the creation of the Ever All-Merciful." 67-3 
  
"Such is the Artistry of Allah  
Who arranges all things in perfect order." 27-88  
 
For “The Summary Of The Whole `Truth’”, see Appendix: 5. 


